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For  eftablifhing  the 

MAGDALEN  CHARITY. 

IT  is  entirely  agreeable  to  cuftom,  to  give  our  fellow- 
fubjedts  a  fair  opportunity  of  examining  the  merits  of 
whatever  they  fubfcribe  to ;  and  indeed  the  genius  of 
the  nation,  and  the  conftitution  of  our  government, 
require  it.  I  have  alfo  feveral  particular  reafons  why  I 
take  this  method  to  offer  you  thefe  thoughts  :  one  of  them 

is,  that  at  public  meetings,  where  there  is  no  previous  acquaint- 

\ 

ance  with  the  fubjedt,  much  time  is  frequently  loll  in  fruitlefs  en¬ 
quiries  ;  and  debates  alfo  arife,  upon  what  has  not  been 
at  all  confidered.  Another  reafon  is,  that  few  people  are 

qua- 
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qualified,  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  a  caufe,  at  the  firft  hear¬ 
ing,  though  they  may  be  both  able  and  willing,  if  you 
give  them  a  fair  opportunity. 

.  r.  y  • 

-  |  I  ••  W-U.  V  ■  k  ri.  . 

As  to  thofe  who  will  give  fifty  pounds,  rather  than  read 
for  fifty  minutes;  or  fit  fix  hours  at  cards,  and  yet  complain 
that  they  have  not  fix  minutes  to  fpare,  all  I  fhall  fay  on 
the  prefent  occafion  is,  that  we  muft  take  every  man  in  his 
humor . 

*  •  t  •  t  f 

*  ■'  ■» 

Many  of  the  thoughts  which  I  have  now  the  pleafure  to 
communicate,  are  your  own,  though  their  drefs  is  changed; 
others  I  have  collected  from  the  beft  authorities,  nor  have  I 
been  idle  in  the  exercife  of  my  own  mind.  I  have  digefted 
*  the  whole,  as  well  as  my  various  avocations  and  abilities 
would  permit,  in  fo  fhort  a  time  :  they  are  all  fubjedt  to  your 
corredtion. 

\ 

The  more  I  think  of  the  objedts  of  your  charity,  the  more 

( 

I  am  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  your  defign  ;  and  the 
more  zealous  I  am  to  promote  it.  u  The  price  of  a  good 
woman  is  indeed  beyond  gold  ;”  one  fenfible  modefl:  girl  is 
worth  fifty  foolifh  vicious  ones :  it  will  therefore  be  a  gla-  - 
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rious  talk  to  co-operate  with  heaven,  as  far  as  blind  and 
indigent  mortals  can  imitate  their  Maker,  in  a  work  of  crea¬ 
tion  as  well  as  redemption  \  that  is,  in  making  bad  women  in¬ 
to  good  ones,  and  by  their  goodnefs  to  render  them  happy  ! 

I  am , 


June  7.  1758. 


With  the  mofl  Jincere  efteem> 
Your  mojl  obedient , 
Humble  fervant , 


The  Author. 
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For  eftablifhing  a 


MAGDALEN  CHARITY 


I  N 


O  N  D  O  N. 


INTRODUCTION. 

A  N  Y  a  thoufand  have  been  flain  in  battle ;  many  have 
fallen  a  facrifice  to  cruelty ;  and,  thank  God,  many  are  yet 
ready  to  die,  in  fupport  of  the  reputation  of  that  book  in 
which  it  is  faid,  that  710  fornicator ,  adulterer ,  or  unclean 
perfon  flail  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven..  The  words  are  explicit,  and 
free  from  ambiguity.  Deftroy  the  authority  of  this  book,  and  there  is  an  end 
of  the  Chriflian  Religion.  By  the  fame  Scripture  it  is  alfo  made  known  to 
us,  that  if  we  repent  of  our  fins,  and  give  timely  and  fincere  proof  of  our  re¬ 
pentance,  we  fhall  bz  pardoned.  Shall  the  omnifcient  God  make  a  law ,  and 

will 
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will  men,  who  pretend  to  believe  in  him,  be  idle  fpedators  of  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  it?  Or,  (hall  he  offer  conditions  of  pardon,  and  we  not  counte¬ 
nance  and  recommend  fuch  conditions  ? 

How  melancholly  is  the  fituation  of  that  chriftian  country  where  vaft 
numbers  of  the  common  people  have  worn  off  all  fenfe  of  their  religion, 
and  adopted  notions  and  cufloms  which  Mahommed  would  have  been  afh amed 
of.  Indeed  there  appears  to  be  fuch  a  negled  of  this  divine  prohibition, 
that  the  word  of  God  feems  to  be  of  no  effeSt.  Is  there  not  reafon  to  fear  from 
hence,  that  the  facred  records  in  general,  will  grow  into  contempt  ?  Is  there 
any  better  authority  for  Thou  fait  not  murder ,  than  that  Thou  fait  not 
commit  adultery  ?  Vice  is  now  become  fo  cheap ,  and  the  fpirit  of  modefty 
at  fo  low  an  ebb,  among  the  common  people ,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay  how  far 
thefe  ads  of  uncleannefs  may  be  carried  ;  nor  what  mifchiefs  they  may 
produce.  As  wifdom  begins  with  the  fear  of  God,  the  want  of  this  fear  has  in¬ 
troduced  fuch  ignorance ,  that  many  feem  to  have  loft  all  fenfe  of  their  duty, 
particularly  in  this  article  of  incontinency.  Let  us  then  try  if  we  can  pre¬ 
vent,  at  leaft  fome  of  the  calamitous  effeds  of  this  excefs,  in  which  both 
the  fexes,  and  the  virtuous  as  well  as  the  vicious ,  are  too  frequently  involved. 

\ 

It  feems  to  be  acknowledged,  that  the  common  people,  inhabitants  of 
London,  are  more  abandoned  than  their  fore- fathers  were;  and  among  the 
higher  claffes  many  refinements  in  vice,  and  methods  of  carrying  on  the 
trade  of  lufi,  are  introduced,  to  which  our  anceftors  were  ftrangers. 

It  is  granted,  that  the  propofed  Magdalen- Houfe  may  be  fubjed  to  fome 
abufes :  but  is  there  a  ftngle  charity  but  what  is  in  fome  meafure  aftually 
abufed  ?  Whoever  {hall  argue  from  hence  that  there  fhould  be  no  public 
charities ,  will  expofe  himfelf  to  be  ftoned  to  death  as  an  enemy  to  religion 

and 
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and  his  country.  Great  refinements  are  dangerous,  and  a  departure  from 
common  fenfe  is  apt  to  bewilder  mankind. 

• 

If  we  confider  the  prefent  time,  and  the  nature  of  this  charity,  more  than 
a  concurrence  of  common  caufes  feem  neceffary  to  induce  us  to  make  the 
attempt.  Yet  it  mud:  be  remembered,  that  as  the  miferies  of  war  awaken 
the  mind  to  a  deeper  fenfe  of  religion,  fo  are  we  called  upon  by  prudence 
and  humanity ,  to  think  of  the  means  of  faving  as  many  lives  as  poffible. 
To  do  this  in  a  proper  manner,  each  in  his  refpedive  province,  requires 
almofl  as  much  (kill  and  refolution,  as  the  arduous  affairs  of  war. 

»  i  •  '  /  1  . !  i  *  '  ,  •  *  .  r 

An  object  of  this  kind  will  by  no  means  admit  of  a  languid  indifference  j 
our  honor  is  concerned  in  it ;  for  whether  we  fail  for  want  of  induflry, 
(kill,  or  money  j  whether  our  laws,  ©r  our  morals  prove  unequal  to  the 
talk,  we  fhall  certainly  fuffer  the  reproach  of  other  nations,  as  well  as 
our  own,  if  we  do  not  carry  the  defign  through  with  a  becoming  fpirit 
and  alacrity. 

I  hope  we  fhall  not  be  wanting  in  any  point ;  and  if  we  can  flop  the 
progrefs  of  difeafes,  which  propagate  mifery  and  deflation,  and  rob  the 
date  of  fuch  numbers  of  fubje&s  j  if  we  can  check  that  libertinifm,  the 
peculiar  tendency  of  which  is  anarchy  and  confufion  j  in  a  word,  if  the 
number  of  projiitutes  can  be  leffened ,  it  will  almofl  neceffarily  follow,  that 
the  number  of  marriages  will  be  encreafed  3  and  wbilfl  marriage  is  the 
fource  of  almofl  every  relation  that  is  dear  or  facred,  it  will  be  a  noble 
talk  to  promote  the  defign  in  queflion.  To  deliver  a  number  of  young 
women,  in  the  prime  of  their  youth  and  charms,  from  fiavery  and  pover¬ 
ty ,  and  prevent  their  being  facrificed  at  the  altars  of  pollution,  will  not 
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only  promote  virtue  and  induftry,  but  alfo  beauty  and  ftrength  to  defend  the 
produce  of  our  labors :  it  will  preferve  us  from  the  fad  effects  of  thofe 
impurities,  which  not  only  prey  on  our  vitals,  but  alfo  efface  the  imprefiions 
of  all  moral  rectitude. 

Divines  and  philofophers  are  not  perfectly  agreed  how  far  virtue  is 
natural  to  the  foul  of  man  j  and  yet  it  is  confeffed,  that  man  is  by  nature 
a  reafonable  being,  and  furely  reafon  declares  againft  whatever  we  believe 
to  be  vicious.  Whatever  name  we  give  to  the  propetifity  in  queftion,  we 
know  that  nothing  unhinges  the  whole  frame,  and  diftem-pers  the  foul 
as  well  as  body,  more  than  giving  up  ourfelves  to  an  unbounded  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  this  appetite.  The  exprefs  command  of  God,  as  I  have  juft 
obferved,  both  in  the  literal  fenfe,  as  well  as  the  fpirit  of  the  chriffiart  law, 
is  undoubtedly  againft  it.  Thofe  who  preferve  their  native  modefty,  and 
are  not  given  up  to  what  is  emphatically  called  an  impudent  mind ,  will 
ever  lament  that  illegal  commerce,  which  is  productive  of  fo  much  miP 
chief.  And  as  it  is  the  duty  of  men,  it  will  ever  be  their  honor ,  to  endevor 
to  reflore  things  to  that  order  t  which  the  God  of  nature  certainly  in¬ 
tended  they  fhould  be  in,  namely  that  reafon  fhould  prevail  over  pajjion 
and  appetite. 

It  has  been  often  debated  how  far  it  is  advifeable,  fuppofing  it  were 
practicable,  totally  to  fupprefs  profiitutes.  The  fubjeCt  is  delicatei  and 
will  hardly  admit  of  a  ftriCt  examination.  Let  it  fuffice  that  it  is,  or 
fhould  be,  in  the  power  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  to  drive  common  prof- 
titutes  from  the  public  flreets,  and  remove  every  dangerous  temptation  to 
the  unwary  youth. 


It 
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It  is  alfo  a  received  notion  that  in  Rome  and  feveral  other  places,  thefe 
women  are  licenfed,  or  tolerated  j  and  it  is  true  that  they  are  under  re¬ 
gulations,  as  a  part  of  the  police ,  but  not  in  the  manner  as  is  generally 
apprehended.  When  a  woman  is  detected,  or  known  to  live  in  a  fiate 
of  licentioufnefs,  fhe  is  fummoned  before  a  magiftrate,  who  declares  the 
reafon  of  it  in  thefe  terms : 


Ton  are  impeached  of  being  guilty  of  proftitution,  and  of  making  a  trade 

\  i 

of  it .  If  you  are  inclined  to  repent ,  you  may  be  received  into  the  houfe  of 
penitents ,  where  you  will  be  properly  employed ,  and  taken  good  care  of  \  If 
you  will  not  accept  of  this  offer ,  and  are  detected  again,  you  muft  enter  your 
name  at  the  public  regifter  as  a  profitute ,  and  be  fubjett  to  the  following  re¬ 
gulations,  for  the  breach  of  which  you  will  be  fever  ely  chaftized . 

i  ft.  Tou  Jhall  not  appear  on  any  account ,  except  in  a  certain  diflridl  (a). 

^  2dly.  Tou  Jhall  not  refufe  any  man  who  may  afk  you ,  except  on  fundays 
or  holy  days  $  it  muft  not  be  before  fuch  an  hour ,  nor  after  fuch  an  hour  (b). 

3dly.  If  yGU  live  on  the  ground  floor,,  you  are  to  take  but  one  J hilling ,  on 
the  firfl  floor  one  Jhilling  and  fix  pence ,  and  on  the  fecond  two  foldings  (c). 

4thly.  Tou  are  to  receive  but  one  man  at  a  time  to  your  apartment ,  un¬ 
der  fever  e  penalties ,  which  will  be  exacted  of  you  upon  information . 

5thly.  Tou  are  not  entitled  to  receive  any  benefit ,  from  any  hofpital  or 
parifh. 


6thly« 


(a)  Places  mentioned. 


(b)  Plours  mentioned. 

b  2 


(c)  About  this  value. 
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6thly.  Tou  have  no  right  to  appeal  to  jvjlice  for  any  infult ,  or  debt ,  a&s 
of  cruelty  excepted . 

ythly.  Tour  oath  Jhall  not  be  valid ,  except  in  cafe  of  robbery  or  murder . 

8thly.  Tou  are  not  entitled  to  any  afylum  hereafter ,  except  to  be  received 
to  hard  labor . 

>  \  *  -  .  .  * 

9thly.  Tou  are  to  be  fubjebl  to  fuch  future  laws  and  regulations ,  as  may  be 
hereafter  made  for  the  incorrigible  :  and, 

Laftly.  Tou  are  not  entitled  to  c hr  if  i  an  burial . 

Some  of  thefe  articles,  in  a  free  country,  would  be  thought  hard  terms, 
even  for  a  proftitute :  but  furely  a  perfon  dying  in  a  date  of  premeditated 
proftitution,  feems  to  forfeit  a  title  to  chriftian  burial.  Can  the  burial  fer- 
vice  be  read  over  fuch  a  body?  Our  dearly  beloved  ffler  departed  in  Jure 
and  certain  hope  of  a  blefed  refurre5lion>  may  be  confidered  as  fure  and 
certain  mockery. 

How  far  the  Italians  adhere  to  thefe  rules,  I  cannot  venture  to  pro¬ 
nounce,  but  this  I  know  is  the  light  in  which  their  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
laws  regard  open  and  fhamelefs  proftitution.  It  is  not  eflential  to  my 
prefent  purpofe  to  conftder,  how  far  their  inftitutions  are  of  the  mo- 
najlic  kind,  nor  what  their  pradice  is  :  we  now  mean  to  fave  a  number 
of  poor  helplefs  creatures  from  periftiing  j  to  remove,  fo  far  as  it’s 
t  ffeds  fhail  extend,  one  c a ufe  of  the  decreafe ,  or  hindrance  of  the  increafe  of 

the 


[  ] 

the  people  ;  to  employ  thefe  women  in  ufeful  labor,  and  to  habituate  them 
to  a  fober  and  religious  life. 

I '  •  _  •  • 

Of  the  whole  race  oi  Ad  ant  y  there  are  furely  none  who  (land  in  greater 
need  of  thefe  helps,  than  thefe  unhappy  women.  I  appeal  to  every  dif- 
paffionate  mind,  if  there  can  be  greater  objects  of  commiferation,  than 
poor  thoughtlefs  girls,  hurried  into  ruin  by  temptations,  to  which 
they  are  fometimes  expofed,  againft  their  intentions.  No  girl  can  help 
being  young  or  handfome,  nor  are  youth  and  beauty  things  that  the 
poffeffors  are  much  inclined  to  conceal.  The  impreffions  of  religion  and 
modefty  go  a  great  way,  but  if  thefe  young  women  are  not  guarded  by 
others ,  how  ill  qualified  do  too  many  prove  in  guarding  themfelves ,  when 
they  are  furrounded  by  fnares,  the  moft  artfully  and  induftrioufly  laid,  by 
thofe  who  make  a  trade  of  warring  againft  them.  What  contrivances  will 
not  a  depraved  mind  fugged  to  accomplish  its  end  ?  Where  men  are  en¬ 
dowed,  not  only  with  fuperior  faculties,  but  with  all  the  advantages  which 
education  and  fortune  afford,  if  they  will  proditute  their  honor  to  gratify- 
their  appetite,  many  will  become  their  prey. 

The  diftin&ions  of  fortune,  do  not  alter  the  rights  of  mankind.  But 
when  a  man  forgets  the  great  law  of  doing  as  he  would  be  done  b\\.  it  is  not 
furprizing  he  fhould  debauch  his  neighbour  s  daughter ,  at  the  very  time 
that  an  offer  of  marriage  with  bis  own ,  would  be  deemed  the  higheft  indo¬ 
lence.  Such  are  the  inconfiftencies  men  fall  into  !  And  what  fhall  be  faid 
of  thofe  who  pretend  to  honor  and  juflice ,  and  yet,  after  gratifying  their  in¬ 
clinations,  expofe  her  to  every  kind  of  mifery,  to  whom  they  profeffed-  the 
fmcereft  love.  How  many  men  are  engaged  by  promifes ,  or  by  words  that 
were  underftood  as  promifes  which  they  do  not  regard  ?  The  offers  which 
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are  too  commonly  made  to  tranfpor:t  the  deluded  fair  from  want,  confinement 
and  refiraint  of  pajjtons,  to  liberty,  gaiety  and  joy,  are  temptations  which 
really  deferve  companion.  When  women  of  education,  who  are  fuppofed 
to  be  the  guardians  of  their  own  honor,  trefpafs,  it  is  the  greater  fhame; 
but  th o  poor  and  ignorant  are  lefs  guarded  againd  fiich  formidable  feducera. 

•*  I  *  w  ! 

It  is  not  enough  that  fuch  violators  of  divine  laws,  mud  expedt  a  day  of 

retribution  :  the  virtuous  mud  maintain  the  warfare  of  life,  that  where 

<  ■  ■ 

iniquity  cannot  be  punifed,  the  ejfedls  of  it  at  leaf!  may  be  relieved. 

1  i  i.  J  'lit  f  I  /.  '£*  )';  '  '  g  ;  .j* 

To  examine  this  fubjedt  more  minutely,  let  us  enquire  what  the  date  of 
the  major  part  of  thefe  young  women  is  after  they  are  feduced  ?  How  foon 

their  golden  dreams  vanifh!  Abandoned  by  him  who  called  himfelf  her 

*  > 

lover,  now  fporting  in  her  mifery,  or  at  beft  an  idle  fpedlator  of  it.  De*- 
ferted  by  her  friends,  who  too  often  think  only  of  the  crime .  Condemned 
by  the  world,  which  generally  judges  with  too  much  feverity .  Left  to 
ftruggle  with  tyranny ,  want  and  fcorn  !  What  muft  follow  ?  She  plunges 
herfelf  deeper  and  deeper  into  guilt,  in  her  own  defence,  ’till  poverty ,  filthi - 
nefs  and  difeafe ,  foon  conclude  a  miferable  life. 

It  is  too  well  known,  that  this  is  the  cafe  with  moft  of  the  proftitutes 
in  their  feveral  degrees,  from  thofe  pampered  in  private  flews,  down 
to  the  common  dregs  infeding  our  flreets  j  and  that  the  greater  part  of 
them,  having  once  taken  to  this  dreadful  way  of  life,  afterwards  feek 
difeafes  and  an  early  death,  through  mere  neceffity . 

Every  one  who  conliders  this  fubjedt  mud  fee,  that  the  feeds  of  virtue 
cannot  grow  in  the  breads  of  thefe  unhappy  women,  more  than  the 
riched  fruit  from  the  tree  which  is  unpruned  and  over  grown  with 

mofs ! 
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mofs !  And  if  they  are  thus  left  to  prey  on  the  unwary ]  it  is  equally 
certain  that  they  will  propagate  iniquity,  and  fpread  difeafe  through  a 
great  part  of  both  the  fexes,  perhaps  a  much  greater  part  than  is  ge¬ 
nerally  imagined. 

The  utility  of  this  defign  then  mud  be  apparent.  If  we  afford  them  the 
means  of  employment ,  We  fball  inflfudt  fome  in  ufeful  arts  who  never  learn¬ 
ed  any  trade  before  j  we  fhall  give  others  a  habit  of  induftry,  as  well  as  an 

opportunity  of  reforming  their  morals :  and  thus  we  may  refcue  them  from 

,  *  *  • 

perdition. 

•  :  ;  viv.\  ■  ; ' .  ,  6  •  • 

There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  numbers  of  both  fexes  will  promote  an 
undertaking  which  mud  at  once  prove  a  blefTing  to  the  common  wealth, 
and  an  honor  to  human  nature.  It  will  do  more  good,  in  proportion  to  the 
expence ,  than  any  other  charity ;  for  it  mud  be  confidered,  that  the  obje£ls 
are  in  the  prime  of  life,  capable  of  wcrlingy  and  when  once  this  charity  is 
eftablifhed,  We  may  hope  to  maintain  the  houfe.  Thefe  women  will  not 
Want  many  officers,  they  will  be  their  own  fervants,  and  their  expences 
will  lie  in  a  narrow  compafs,  being  only  fuch  as  will  arife  from  clothing  and 
plain  food.  Medicines  indeed  will  be  neceflfary  to  fome,  but  in  general 
it  is  hoped,  that  temperance  and  fobriety  will  render  them  of  little  ufe. 
Indeed  there  is  the  utmod  reafon  to  flatter  ourfelves,  that  many  motives 
will  concur,  to  drike  the  heart,  and  obtain  a  liberal  contribution  for 
this  charity. 

There  is,  I  believe,  no  city  in  the  world  where  fuch  grofs  enormities 
prevail  as  in  this  great  metropolis.  There  is  an  elegancy  in  vice  as  well  as 
in  virtue,  and  though  it  is  the  more  dangerous  in  fome  refpe&s  on  this 

account. 
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account,  yet  ftill  it  guards  againd:  thofe  diforders  to  which  a  brutal  pro¬ 
fligacy  expofes  mankind.  There  is  a  certain  delicacy  of  manners  eflential 
to  good  order :  and  the  diftindions  which  the  fexes  (how  to  each  other  is  one 
great  means  of  fupporting  thator^r.  But  how  dreadfully  are  things  tranf- 
formed  with  us  1  We  frequently  hear  thofe  tongues,  which  the  God  of  na¬ 
ture  defigned  fhould  foften  the  diftrefles  of  human  life,  and  give  a  relifh  to 
its  joys,  uttering  the  higheft  indecencies,  and  the  modfdreadful  imprecations ! 
We  ought  alfo  to  confider  that  thefe  young  perfons  as  born  in  a  free  country, 
where  pure  religion  is  profefied  j  that  many  of  them  educated  in  the  principles 
of  virtue  j  all  of  them  entitled  to  the  protection  of  men,  and  mod;  alfuredly 
defigned,  by  the  wife  author  of  nature ,  as  their  partners  in  the  focial  joys 
of  life.  Now  let  us  turn  the  glafs  and  behold  them,  the  abjed  faves  of  an 
abandoned  procurefs,  fold  both  body  and  foul  for  half  a  crown  !  Does  not  this 
fire  the  foul  with  indignation  ! 

: 

But  it  is  not  merely  the  reafons  we  draw  from  the  circumflances  of  others ; 
we  muft  alfo  confider  our  own.  Some  of  us  are  called  upon  by  jujlice  and 
equity',  others  by  native  generofity,  and  their  belief  in  Chrid.  Thofe  who 
are  confcious  to  what  lengths  the  Tallies  of  youth  have  hurried  them,  will 
make  fome  atonement:  retribution  is  the  ftileof  equity  j  juftice  and  bene¬ 
volence  conditute  a  great  part  of  the  character  of  a  gentleman,  and  a 
man  of  honor.  ,  ,  y 

-  *  .  •  ■}  i  4  •*  /-*  *  •  i  J  «  _  «  i  ,  v ....  *. 

The  fpirit  of  charity  has  been  fo  eminently  difplayed  in  thefe  cities,  for 
fome  years  pad,  that  this  feems  to  be  the  only  objett  that  has  e leaped  us. 
Charities  are  mutable  things  j  fome  of  them,  from  their  very  nature, 
ought  in  all  reafon  to  decreafe  j  for  if  ads  of  beneficence  do  not  cre¬ 
ate  lefs  want ,  and  Jefs  mifery  ,  if  thofe  who  have  been  relieved  once,  fhall 
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for  this  and  no  better  reafon,  conclude  that  they  have  a  right  to  be  relieved 
again,  the  mutual  bonds  of  moral  obligations,  between  the  rich  and  poor, 
will  be  untied  and  broken  5  the  virtue  of  the  Donor  will  pervert  it’s  own 
end,  and  create  that  very  mifery  which  he  intended  to  prevent.  If  the  vi¬ 
cious  poor  were  oftener  chaftifed,  and  compelled  to  work ,  agreeably  to  the 
great  order  of  providence  j  and  if  the  virtuous  poor  were  timely  relieved, 
though  in  a  moderate  degree  ;  if  a  con  ft  ant  attendance  were  given,  and  a 
greater  exertion  of  fkill  Jhown  in  the  ceconomy  of  parijh  affairs,  we  fhould 
not  find  fuch  vaft  fums  expended,  feemingly  in  vain.  There  w’ould  not 
be  fuch  enormous  fums  devoted  to  charitable  purpofes,  and  yet  our  ftreets, 
abounding  with  objeds,  who  are  a  Jbame  to  government ,  and  a  difgrace  to 
human  nature. 

The  remedy  of  thefe  evils  feerns  now  to  engage  men’s  thoughts.  War 
will  teach  us  vigilance ;  and  it  may  be  expeded,  that  the  fkilful  and  the  ac¬ 
tive  will  help  to  lighten  the  burthen  of  the  opulent,  and  enable  us  to  fupply 
money  to  fupport  the  war. 

To  anfwer  the  objedions  which  are  made,  I  muft  take  leave  to  obferve, 
that  every  defign,  calculated  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  reafon  and  religion, 
appears  to  fome  people  as  an  extravagant  attempt ;  but,  upon  ftridt  exami¬ 
nation,  the  extravagance  will  be  found  to  confift,  in  deferting  the  intereft  of 
reafon  and  religion.  A  clofe  adherence  to  fome  political  principles,  how¬ 
ever  well  grounded  in  obfervation,  not  only  depreciates  human  nature  ex¬ 
tremely,  but  alfo  betrays  us  into  an  opinion,  that  our  very  attempts  to 
obey  the  laws  of  God,  in  certain  inftances,  are  romantic  and  ridiculous.  Thus 
we  firft  negled  the  reverence  which  is  due  to  human  nature,  and  then 
leave  religion  and  virtue  to  take  care  of  themfelves.  But  thefe  poiiti- 
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cians  fhould  remember,  that  was  there  nothing  more  in  view  than  political 
prudence,  with  regard  to  the  increafe  of  the  fpecies,  and  the  good  order  of 
the  date,  there  is  the  utmofl  reafon  to  check  the  progrefs  of  this  baneful 
vice.  As  matrimony  is  the  furefi:  method  of  augmenting  the  number  of 
people,  and  the  truefi;  cement  of  civil  fociety,  it  is  furely  no  fmall  objeCl 
to  difcourage  whoredom ,  though  we  know  we  cannot  fupprefs  it. 

Granting  that  mankind  generally  repent  more  of  their  follies  than  of  their 
Jins,  and  rather  with  for  the  means  of  gratifying  their  paflions,  than  for  that 
kind  of  life  which  renders  virtue  moil:  eafy  to  be  acquired  :  granting  all 
this,  is  it  not  reafonable  to  think,  that  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Magdalen - 
Charity  will,  upon  the  whole,  be  productive  of  good  ?  The  principle  of 
introducing  young  women  to  a  life  of  piety  and  induflry ,  who  have  been 
ufed  to  a  life  of  fcandalous  impiety ,  and  fhamelefs  idlenefs ,  muff  make  fome 
impreffions  even  on  their  minds,  who  may  not  come  within  the  walls  of 
this  houfe,  as  well  as  on  thofe  who  may  become  the  inhabitants  of  it.  To 
fuppofe  that  any  will  be  the  worfe  for  it,  is  going  a  great  way :  we  may  as 
well  fuppofe  that  men  will  fquander  their  fortunes  in  hopes  of  an  aim s- houfe . 
or  break  their  legs  becaufe  there  are  furgeom ,  as  that  women  will  become 
projlitntes  becaufe  the  means  of  labor  and  repentance  will  be  offered  them. 

The  religion  of  Chrift  is  diftinguifhed  by  that  kind  of  charity  which 
leads  us  even  to  die  for  the  fervice  of  mankind  :  it  teaches  its  votaries  to. 
be  all  things ,  to  all  men ,  in  hopes  of  winning  fome.  And  if  what  the  poet, 
fays  is  true  : 

<{  The  broadefl  mirth  unfeeling  folly  wears, 

11  Lefs  pleafing  far  than  virtues  very  tears.** 
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Are  all  women  fo  much  more  abandoned  than  men,  when  they  take  to 
evil  courfes,  as  to  be  deemed  irreclaimable  ?  Has  virtue  no  charms  to  capti¬ 
vate  their  hearts,  or  religion  no  power  to  create  a  delegation  of  vice  and 
folly  ?  Let  thofe  who  have  examined  only  the  foul  corners  of  the  heart* 
or  pryed  only  into  the  darkefl  fcenes  of  iniquity,  argue  as  cogently  as 
they  pleafe,  even  from  real  fads,  they  mud  in  their  turn  indulge  others, 
who  know  alfo  from  experience ,  that  there  is  a  native  ingenioufnefs  in  the 
minds  of  fome  women,  who  have  gone  affray,  that  inclines  them  to  with 
for  the  means  of  repentance  ?  And  fhall  we  do  nothing  to  induce  them  to 
repent  f 

Some  of  thefe  unhappy  women,  have  fenfe  enough  to  fee  themfelves 
become  the  Jlaves ,  the  abjett  Jlaves  of  an  abandoned  bawd  ;  and  is  it 
poffible  for  them  not  to  wijh  to  be  fet  at  liberty  ?  If  a  door  is  opened 
to  them,  is  it  not  probable  that  fome  of  them  will  come  in  ? 

Suppofe  only  a  tenth  part  of  the  proffitutes  in  London ,  are  received  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  and  that  only  a  tenth  part  of  thefe,  were  to  take  refuge 
in  the  Magdalen  Houfe,  we  fhould  be  able  to  do  a  very  eminent  fervice  in 
an  immediate  view,  and  a  dill  greater  good  in  it’s  confequences.  Go,  and 
fm  no  more ,  was  the  fentence  of  the  Savior  of  mankind,  to  one  who  it  is 
fuppofed  was  a  penitent.  We  may  fay,  come  and  learn  how  to  repent .  Ton 
have  done  great  mifchief  to  yourfelf  and  others ,  we  will  teach  you  to  be 
happy  in  yourfelf  and  to  do  good  to  mankind. 

i 

Thus  may  we  hope,  that  this  Charity  will  not  become  a  Lock  Hofpital,  as 
fome  imagine,  nor  yet  a  houfe  of  Correction .  Till  the  plan  is  extended,  and 
there  is  an  income  adequate  to  the  defign,  it  ought  not  to  degenerate  into 
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an  Hofpital  [or  the  aged-,  or  the  dijlempered  j  but  for  fuch  only,  who  are  in 
the  prime  of  life,  able  and  willing  to  work,  and  defirous  to  give  proof  of 
their  repentance* 

If  the  noble  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  who  have  taken  charge  of  that  ha- 
mane  and  political  inftitution,  the  Lock  Hofpital ,  will  {how  a  proper  regard 
to  fuch  obje&s,  as  the  Magdalen  Charity  may  occahonally  recommend  to 
them  5  and  the  Magdalen  Charity  gives  the  preference  to  thofe  whofe 
good  temper  and  difpolition  may  be  difcovered,  during  their  cure  in  the 
Lock  Hofpital ,  the  difficulty  of  accomplifhing  this  work,  will  every  day  de- 
creafe.  Humanity  in  preferving  their  health  5  piety  in  taking  care  of  their 
fouls ;  policy  in  promoting  ufeful  induflry,  will  keep  pace  with  that  charity 
which  is  fo  well  calculated  to  cure  the  difeafes  of  thefe  unhappy  women. 

As  to  a  coercive  law  to  accomplifh  a  reformation  in  this  great  point  j 
perhaps  we  might  be  driven,  more  or  lefs  forcibly ,  from  an  abandoned 
profligacy,  to  a  ferious  habit  of  life  ;  but  I  queffion  much  if  it  would 
anfwer  in  the  prefent  cafe.  There  are  many  inconveniences  w'hich  free-born 
fubjedfs  will  fubmit  to,  of  their  own  choice,  that  the  notion  of  law  would 
render  infupportable.  If  reafcn  and  religion  have  any  power  over  the  m ind, 
I  will  be  bold  to  pronounce,  that  the  intended  good  work,  fo  far  as  it  is  ex¬ 
tended,  may  be  accomplifhed,  without  the  authority  of  the  civil  magiffiate : 
and  furely  no  body  can  pretend  to  fay,  that  this  is  not  pofjible.  Of  what 
force  would  human  laws  be,  to  prevent  mankind  from  degenerating  into 
a  fpecies  of  unnatural  brutes,  was  religion ,  and  the  perfuafive  calls  of 
humanity  quite  out  of  the  queftion  ?  If  thefe  poor  women  who  are  the 
objedts  of  this  charity,  are  properly  reminded  that  there  is  a  God ,  and  a  flate 
of  rewards  for  good,  and  punifhments  for  evil  adlions  after  death,  it  will 

furely 
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furelv  roufe  the  attention  of  fome  of  them.  I  fay  reminded ,  for  I  fear  many 
of  them  have,  in  a  great  meafure  forgotten ,  what  it  may  be  prefumed,  they 
were  once  taught. 

To  fuppofe  that  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  mod  judicious,  and  zealous 
divine ,  to  acquaint  them  of  the  value  of  their  fouls,  would  not  be  doing 
fuch  honor  to  the  clergy,  as  they  deferve.  If  the  promoters  of  this  charity, 
are  attentive  to  make  a  proper  choice  of  a  chaplain ,  and  alfo  of  the  objects 
they  admit,  there  is  much  to  be  expeded  from  the  inftitution.  As  the 
defign  is  fo  peculiarly  calculated  to  infpire  thefe  women  with  a  fenfe  of  re¬ 
ligion,  there  is  reafon  to  hope,  that  many  who  are  the  objeds  of  it,  will 
pafs  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  draw  down  blef- 
fings  on  the  heads  of  their  benefadors,  and  do  them  more  honor  than  they 
could  derive  from  the  higheft  indulgencies  of  their  pafiions,  or  from  all  the 
■parade  of  life  can  afford.  Let  us  then  proceed  cheerfully  in  the  tafk  ;  the 
more  arduous  it  proves,  the  greater  applaufe  will  be  due  to  thofe  who 
perform  it. 

* 

The  genius  of  this  nation  leads  us  to  be  pleafed  with  novelty ,  but  it  is 
alfo  very  right  when  old  things  are  erroneous,  or  defedive,  that  new  ones 
fhould  be  countenanced  ;  remembring  at  the  fame  time,  that  though  we 
think  ourfelves  fo  much  wifer  than  many  other  nations,  yet,  in  this  particular, 
we  are  many  years  behind  feveral  of  them.  Motives  of  policy,  as  well  as  a 
fenfe  of  moral  obligation,  have  ereded  many  inftitutions  of  this  kind,  and 
they  have  been  fupported  by  fome  of  the  greateft,  and  nobleft  minded  per- 
fons  of  both  fexes,  in  Italy,  France ,  and  Spain ,  and  1  believe  in  feveral 
other  countries.  In  Holland  they  have  fuch  an  inftitution,  not  of  the  monaftic 

kind,, 
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kind,  but  there  are  Tome  circumftances  in  the  condud  of  this,  which  do 
not,  I  think,  recommend  it  as  a  model  (a). 

To  fay  that  we  countenance  vice,  becaufe  we  relieve  the  vicious ,  is  not 
only  falfe  in  the  intention,  but  alfo  in  fad.  Every  one  mud  fee,  that  in 
refentment  of  the  grofs  enormities  committed,  the  friends  to  this  charity  take 

the 


(a)  In  Holland,  they  have  houfes,  called  Sperville  houfes ,  where  thefe  unfortunate  women  are  placed, 
either  by  deputies  of  the  ftate,  or  by  the  magiftrates ;  there  they  are  kept  quite  apart,  even  at  meals  ; 
they  work,  and  by  that  means  more  than  fupport  themfelves.  In  a  year  or  two,  their  faces,  by  the 
natural  change  of  inhabitants  in  that  country,  are  forgoten  as  proftitutes ;  and  when  they  have  a  mind 
to  come  out,  the  character  they  have  obtained  in  that  houfe  of  fobriety,  fiugality,  and  induftry,  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  a  fufficient  recommendation  to  any  family.  But  there  are  often  ftill  happier  circumftances 
attend  this  their  feemingly  unfortunate  fituation  :  once  or  twice  a  year  they  walk  in  a  kind  of  gallery, 
and  appear,  as  fervants  do  at  a  ftatute  fair,  in  the  different  counties  o t  England.  Sailors  juft  landed, 
and  who  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  for  long  courtfhip,  often  marry  them ;  the  Jlates  give  their 
confent,  and  fometimes  a  fmall  fortune ;  and  many  perfons,  from  proftitutes,  have  been  made  joyful 
mothers  of  children. 

The  failor  looks  on  his  fame  as  a  widow.  In  a  year  or  two,  if  they  chufe  to  flay,  all  ill-natured 
ftories  die  :  but  fuppofing  they  fhould  not,  there  are,  many  inftances  of  men  who  have  gloried  in 
thus  faving  the  unfortunate ;  and  I  myfelf,  fays  the  writer,  have  heard  an  honeft  fellow  fay  ;  let  the 
man  anfwer  it  to  his  cotifcience  'who  made  you  difhonef :  I  have  more  pleafure  in  making  you  honef ,  than  ever 
he  had  in  making  you  othervjife. 


Why  fuch  a  fcheme  lhould  not  be  fet  about,  and  brought  to  perfection  in  England,  I  cannot  tell. 
Think  how  many  parents,  in  an  hour  of  kind  relenting,  might,  by  thefe  means*  find  out  their  daugh¬ 
ters  again,  which  it  would  tire  out  the  beft  diligence  to  do  in  this  metropolis.  Changing  names  and 
places  of  abode  renders  this  impoffible,  and  many  a  poor  girl  dies  in  an  hofpital,  or  a  prifon,  at  the 
very  inftant  her  friends  are  in  fearch  of  her,  and  willing  to  bring  her  home. 

‘  Letter  taken  from  the  Citizen . 
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the  moft  eftedual  method  to  recover  thofe  who  are  enthralled,  loft  and  un¬ 
done.  The  law  of  God  ;  zeal  for  liberty  j  the  love  of  our  country,  and 
the  duty  we  owe  to  our  fellow-creatures,  call  on  us  to  try  the  experiment, 
what  can  be  done  for  their  fervice.  We  all  know  what  great  difficulties 
thefe  unhappy  women  labor  under,  and  how  important  our  affiftance  may 
be  to  fuch  as  would  repent,  if  they  knew  how  to  obtain,  were  it  only  a 
bare  fupport. 

To  urge  that  they  are  felf-punifhers  ;  that  their  mifery  is  the  effed  of  their 
own  folly  ;  and  that  they  may  Jleep  in  the  bed  which  they  have  made ,  would 
be  fubfcribing  to  our  own  condemnation.  We  are  all  finful,  and  our  world¬ 
ly  misfortunes,  as  well  as  our  fpiritual  diftreffes,  generally  arife  from  our 
own  weaknefs  or  perverfe  inclinations ;  and  if  no  fuccor  is  to  be  afforded 
in  fuch  diftrefs,  when  is  it  to  be  afforded  ?  Does  not  this  dodrine  deftroy 
all  the  diftindions  which  religion  and  humanity  have  made  ?  Let  us  there¬ 
fore  determine  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  this  bufinefs,  by  every  means  in  our 
power ;  and  by  the  help  of  God,  refolve  to  conquer  all  difficulties,  not 
frighten  ourfelves  by  talking  of  them  j  or  dilplaying  our  parts  in  writing 
pamphlets. 

After  all  that  can  be  faid,  much  will  depend  on  the  piety,  the  vigilance,, 
the  moderation  and  good  fenfe  of  the  governor s>  who  are  appointed  as  a; 
committee  to  conduct  this  buftnefs,  and  not  lefs  on  the  integrity  and  abilities 
of  the  officers  who  ad  under  them.  Every  precaution  muft  be  ufed  :  any 
effential  failure  in  the  condud  of  this  enterprize,  at  firft  fetting  out,  may 
he  irretrievable.  The  officers  (hould  be  men  capable  of  making  refledions 
on  their  own  experience,,  and  of  furnifliing  fuch  hints  as  they  may  draw 

from 


[  xxiv  ] 


from  their  own  obfervation,  to  render  the  plan  complete:  but  it  ought  not 
to  be  expected  that  the  plan  can  be  perfected  at  once. 

It  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that  we  fhould  fee  fome  ridicule  prevail  j  in¬ 
deed  we  may  obferve,  in  honor  to  the  good  fenfe  of  this  nation,  that 
there  has  not  been  much  wit  difplayed  on  the  occafion.  The  difficulty  that 
arifes  in  fome  ferious  minds,  from  a  fuppoffiion  that  idlenefs  and  debauchery 
are  habits  not  to  be  fubdued  by  a  fimple,  regular,  and  laborious  life,  is  an 
argument  which  proves  too  much  ;  for,  in  faCt,  it  is  faying,  thefe  habits 
cannot  be  fubdued  at  all.  I  hope  we  ffiall  foon  convince  them  of  their 
mifiake.  Thofe  who  argue  againfi  this  charity  from  an  opinion,  that  al¬ 
though  whoredom  is  confefledly  productive  of  much  mifchief,  yet  that  it  is  a 
neceffary  evil ,  will,  upon  mature  reflexion,  learn,  even  from  their  own  prin¬ 
ciples,  if  they  can  find  none  better,  to  draw  conclufions  in  favor  of  fo  hu¬ 
mane  and  benevolent  an  undertaking. 

It  mud  be  acknowledged,  that  it  is  more  eafy  to  prevent  than  to  cure  a 
difeafe ,  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  fuch  cure  is  to  be  negleCted. 
When  the  propofition  was  fir  A  made  for  an  ejlablifrment  of Charity -Houfes for 
friendlefs  girls  and  repenting  proftitutesy  they  were  very  juAly  diftinguiffied 
as  two  difiinCt  objects:  and  for  as  much  as  the  denomination  of  friend - 
lefs  girls  might  take  in  vaft  crowds,  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the 
fupport  of  which  no  private  fubfcription  could  compafs,  the  propofal  re¬ 
quired  much  confideration.  It  alfo  appeared,  that  if  the  overfeers  of  pariffi 
work-houfes,  and  the  guardians  of  charity- fchools  were  to  do  their  duty 
effectually,  and  employ  all  young  perfons,  within  their  jurifdiCtion,  in  ufeful 

labor,  there  could  be  no  occafion  for  any  fuch  new  infitution ;  therefore 
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it  was  refolved  to  purfue  the  plan  for  the  relief  of  thofe  unhappy  women, 
for  whom  no  provifion  has  been  yet  made. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  very  apparent,  that  there  are  in  this  great 
metropolis,  a  number  of  young  girls,  whom  no  parifh,  or  fchool,  takes  any  cog¬ 
nizance  of,  and  who  can  hardly  avoid  becoming  the  prey  of  tuft,  difeafe 
or  mifery .  Thefe  are  now  propofed  to  be  taken  under  the  care  of  a  fo- 
ciety  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen ;  the  houfe,  intended  for  the  reception 
of  thefe  young  creatures,  is  called  the  afylum ,  fituated  in  the  fouth-weft 
part  of  the  town  ;  and  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  this  afylum  will  be  managed 
in  fo  judicious  a  manner,  as  to  ferve  as  an  example  to  parifli  officers,  and 
a  guide  to  the  guardians  of  charity- fchools,  throughout  this  kingdom.  If 
it  happens  fo,  it  mud  operate  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  end  in  view :  and  if 
a  proper  provifion  is  not  yet  made  for  the  relief  of  vagabond  children,  it  may 
lead  to  the  enabling  fome  law  for  this  purpofe. 


The  Society  for  conducing  the  Magdalen-Charity  intend,  if  it  fhould 
Be  found  ufeful  and  expedient,  to  purfue  the  young  orphan  plan  alfo,  in 
the  eaftern  quarters  of  the  town,  agreeably  to  their  original  defign  j  but,  like 
able  generals,  they  mean  to  attempt  the  more  arduous  talk  firfi:,  a  talk  indeed 
by  far  the  mod  difficult,  and  which  will  require  fiill  greater  vigilance  and 
circumfpedion :  the  probability  of  fuccefs  is,  however,  on  their  fide,  and  it 
would  by  no  means  confifl;  with  their  zeal  and  piety  to  relax  in  their  endevors. 


Lawgivers  and  magifirates  have  at  all  times  fuppofed,  that  the  fear  of 
death  or  confinement ;  of  compulfive  labor ,  or  corporal  correction,  would 
either  awe  the  wicked,  and  prevent  iniquity  j  or  that  the  adual  fuffering 
of  thefe  fe verities,  would  reform  all  grofs  enormities.  But  it  is  a 
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fa«ft  too  well  known,  that  the  abufe  of  houfes  of  correction  is  carried  to 
that  pitch,  with  us,  as  to  render  them  houfes  of  corruption,  not  of  reformation . 

What  then  is  to  be  done,  but,  with  a  true  galantry  of  fpirit,  to  endevor 
to  refcue  thefe  unhappy  women  from  favery ,  difeafe  and  mifery  •  from 
being  vicious  in  themfelves,  and  the  caufe  of  vice  in  others  ?  Let  us  try 
a  different  kind  of  treatment ,  fuch  as  will  at  once  render  them  ujeful  to  the 
community,  and  happy  in  themfelves ;  which  may  reftore  them  to  the  arms 
of  their  afflidl-d  parents,  and  render  them  a  comfort  to  their  relations  and 
friends.  If  we  are  mere  watchful  to  guard  the  laws  of  God,  it  may  alfo  recover 
us  to  our  obedience  to  legislative  authority,  which  has  long  been  at  a  low 
ebb  among  the  common  people.  May  thefe  be  the  happy  fruits  of  the 
Magdalen  Charity  !. 

It  is  certain,  that  rods  were  made,  for  the  hacks  of  fools $  but  it  is  alfo  cer¬ 
tain,  that  feverity  to  fome  kinds  of  folly,  brings  on  greater  evils  than  it 
cures .  Liberty  and  virtue  are  twin-born,  and  defeended  from  heaven  at 
the  fame  time.  The  bieffings  which  liberty  beflows  on  mankind,  can  be 
enjoyed  no  longer  than  we  offer  our  devotion  at  the  (brine  of  virtue  :  but 
if  once  we  totally  negledt  or  defpife  virtue ,  not  even  the  fmiles  and  favor  of 
princes  are  half  fo  precarious  as  liberty. 

If  proflitution  were  punifhed  with  death,  fliould  we  not  think  it  ty¬ 
ranny  ?  Yet  if  the  laws  already  in  force  are  found  to  be  ineffectual, 
it  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  fome  new  law  were  made,  provided  it 
be  fo  well  digefted,  as  to  fleer  betwixt  the  extremes  of  lenity 
and  feverity.  We  have  been  lately  favored  with  a  propofal  from  a 
magiflrate  of  great  probity,  experience,  and  good  fenfe,  and  a  zealous  lover 
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of  his  country  :  his  plan  is  to  remove  the  nuifance  of  common  prcfitutes ,  from 
the  freets  of  this  metropolis  ;  to  prevent  the  innocent  from  being  feduced ;  to 
provide  a  maintenance  for  thofe  who  are  willing  to  for  fake  a  bad  courfe  of  life  ; 
and  to  maintain  and  educate  the  orphans  of  the  poor  (a).  Thefe  are  great  objeds 
indeed,  and  happy  were  it  if  the  wifdom  of  the  legislature,  in  addition  to 
the  many  laws  in  jorce ,  at  leaft  in  beings  could  accomplish  the  end  pro- 
pofed.  I  do  not  mean  to  offer  a  fingle  reafon,  why  this  point  Should  not 
be  labored  with  the  utmofl  attention  ;  I  with  with  all  my  heart,  that  fome- 
thing  were  done  in  this  way;  nay  more,  I  think  Something  muft  be  done  : 
and  yet  the  remedy  againft  prostitution  is  one  of  thofe  circumstances,  which 
depends  more  on  the  virtue  of  individuals,  than  on  the  power  of  the  legi¬ 
slature.  Thefe  works  of  fatan  muSt  be  firft  undermined ,  and  a  breach  made 
in  them,  before  they  can  be  taken  by  form . 

The  fcheme  now  before  us,  in  favor  of  penitent  profitutesi  it  is  to  be 
prefumed  will  in  time  weaken  the  influence  even  of  the  impenitent  %  and  let 
the  number  of  penitents  be  ever  fo  fmall,  it  will  leSTen  the  number  of  pro¬ 
stitutes  in  general.  As  an  addition  to  the  labors  of  the  pulpit ,  and  in  oppo - 
jltion  to  the  labors  of  moft  dramatic  writers ,  we  may  alfo  give  fome  proof 
that  laymen,  as  well  as  the  clergy,  are  interested  in  the  great  caufe  of  reli¬ 
gion.  We  Shall  alfo  convince  the  world,  that  we  know  our  interest  too 
well  as  politicians,  to  negled  any  means  of  preferving  the  hvts  of  our  fel¬ 
low  fubjeds,  or  cf  promoting  ufefitl  indufry . 

r-  .  i  ■  v .  '  *  *  *•  •  '  *  '  *  ^  t  l*  ♦  J  (3  l*  '’*■ 

(a)  See  Mr.  Weljh' s  propofal,  fold  by  Htmlerfcn  under  the  Royal-Exchange.  This  gentleman 
Ihows  a  very  fincere  delegation  of  the  exceftes  to  which  the  prefent  liccntioafnefs  is  carried,  and 
propofes  a  remedy  for  them.  Rather  than  go  on,  as  we  do,  we  mud  try  how  fuch  remedy  will  ope¬ 
ra’ e,  for  though  in  curing  the  patient,  we  muft  take  care  of  the  conjlitution ,  dcfxerate  difeafes  require 
delperate  remedies. 
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To  fhow  an  anxious  concern  for  the  immortal  happinefs  of  our 
fellow- creatures  ;  or  a  pious  refentment  of  the  diflrefles  of  the  female  peni¬ 
tent  will  furely  never  create  impenitence :  it  will  never  render  the  evil  we 
mean  to  cure,  more  fatal ;  this  is  not  confident  with  any  common  prin¬ 
ciple.  We  are  indeed  the  mod  ingenioujly  iniquitous  of  any  nation  under 
the  cope  of  heaven,  to  abufe  and  jruflrate  the  good  intentions  of  falutary 
laws,  and  pious  inftitutions  ;  yet  I  cannot  think  we  are  fo  loft,  fo  utterly 
abandoned,  as  to  rife  up  in  arms  againft  this  fcheme.  Can  we  in  common 
fenfe  fuppofe,  that  we  (hall  ftrengthen  our  enemies  by  dividing  their  forces  3 
or  fucceed  the  lefs  in  battle,  by  ufing  new  engines  of  war,  hitherto  un- 
pradtifed,  when  the  old  method  of  fighting  has  been  found  fo  ineffectual  ? 
I  am  therefore  conftant  in  my  opinion,  to  purfue  the  plan  before  us,  and 
try  the  effedts  of  it,  with  inflexible  conftancy  ;  if  the  thing  is  practicable,  I 
am  as  fully  perfuaded,  that  we  (hall  be  well  fupported.  Let  us  fhew  the  ut- 
moft  care  and  attention,  and  commence  the  projedt  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if 
we  were  fure  it  would  fucceed.  No  body  doubts  of  the  fincerity  of  thofe 
who  undertake  it,  and  I  hope  they  will  give  proof,  of  their  being  mafters  of 
fo  much  good  fenfe,  and  inclination  to  unite  in  opinion,  that  the  objedt  will 
not  prove  too  great  for  their  abilities.  In  this  confidence  I  will  proceed 
to  deliver  my  thoughts  on  the  fubjedt. 

June  13,  1758. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

t 

SINCE  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  an  anonymous  letter,  from  an 
ingenious  and  political  correfpondent,  to  whom  I  am  much  indebted,  and  now 
acknowledge  my  obligation.  The  thought  is  not  new  to  me,  as  will  be  feen  in  thefe 
pages,  but  there  are  fome  new  lights  thrown  upon  it.  If  the  legiflature  can  con¬ 
fidently  do  it,  I  know  of  nothing  which  would  tend  more  to  weaken  the  force  of 
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that  illegal  authority  which  bawds  exercife  over  harlots,  than  to  prevent  their  abufing 
the  laws.  To  do  juftice  to  my  correfpondent,  I  will  quote  part  of  the  letter. 
It  runs  thus : 

“  You  muft  be  fenfible,  that  the  ruin  of  many  of  the  girls  now  about  the  town, 
“  is  owing  to  the  infernal  arts  of  the  keepers  of  bawdy-houfes,  who  by  fome  means 
“  or  other  contrive  to  have  young  women  run  into  their  debt  for  lodging,  diet, 
“  clothes,  &c.  and  then,  by  the  terror  of  that  debt,  and  the  confequences  of  it, 
“  imprifonment,  &c.  hanging  over  them,  force  them  to  fubmit  to  their  hel- 
«*  lifh  defigns,  to  the  ruin  of  their  fouls  and  bodies.  Now,  Sir,  might  not  the 
law  in  this  refpedt  (fora  hint  of  this  kind  inferted  in  fome  of  your  propofals  may, 
“  perhaps,  gain  the  attention  of  perfons  able  to  effedt  fuch  an  alteration  of  this 
“  point  of  law  :)  might  not  the  law  be  fo  contrived,  I  fay,  as  to  afford  fome  fhel- 
“  ter  and  relief ;  to  open  fome  room  for  thefe  unhappy  creatures  to  efcape  from 
“  their  utter  ruin  ?  As  it  is  at  prefent,  the  name  of  the  law  is  the  great  engine  of 
debauchery  and  deftrudtion,  which  thefe  devilifh  wretches,  the  bawds,  make 
“  ufe  of.  It  is  propofed  to  your,  and  fome  of  your  friends  confideration,  how 
“  the  law  might  be  altered  in  this  point.  A  gaming-debt  is  not  recoverable  by 
law  :  why  fhould  not  a  claufe  of  an  aft  of  parliament  be  formed,  enadting  that 
“  fuch  a  debt  as  this,  contracted  in  fuch  a- place,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  fhould  al- 
“  fo  not  be  recoverable  by  the  bawd,  or  other  perfon  concerned  in  the  wicked 
*e  fcheme  ;  a  fcheme  fo  much  more  wicked  than  that  of  a  common  gamefter  ? 
“  In  Rome,  no  proftitutes  can  recover  debts,  it  is  faid :  why  fhould  bawds  be 
“  able  to  recover  fuch  debts  here  ? 

“  May  heaven  put  it  into  your  mind,  how  beft  to  adt  in  this  matter  *,  in  judging 
“  of  this  point  yourfelf,  and  in  delivering  your  thoughts  to  others,  with  all  poffible 
“  fuccefs.” 

What,  alas,  is  to  be  done  ?  "What  can  be  done  ?  If  thefe  girls  are  fo  mad  to  give 
themfelves  up  as  fiaves  to  tyrannical  miftreffes,  by  running  in  debt  to  them,  who 
can  help  them  ?  And  yet  it  is  a  great  reproach  to  us,  to  fuffer  one  fubjedt  thus  to  prey 
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on  another !  It  is  a  lefs  crime  againft  God,  and  the  fate ,  to  take  a  purfe,'  than 
for  a  bawd,  to  enfnare  a  poor  girl  firft,  and  then  plunge  her  into  prifon  for 
a  debt,  for  which,  perhaps,  there  has  been  no  valuable  confideration  :  nay  it  often 
ha  ope  ns,  that  (he  has  been  paid  ten  times  over  for  what  fine  has  fvpplied  the 
girl  with.  Suppofe  a  law  were  made,  that  debts  contrafted  in  notorious  bawdy-houfes , 
fhould  be  confidered  as  debts  contra<5ted  at  play:  this  might  check,  though  not 
prevent  fuch  lawlcfs  practices,  under  the  fan&ion  of  the  laws.  I  think  fome- 
thing  may,  and  ought  to  be  done  *,  but  it  requires  fuperior  abilities  to  mine, 

to  determine  exa&ly  what  that  fhould  be. - 1  would  recommend  to  every  poor 

girl,  under  the  claw  of  thefe  vicegerents  of  Lucifer,  to  keep  an  account,  as 
near  as  {he  can,  what  her  miflrefs  receives  for  her  pernicious  fervices,  and  I  fancy  the 
balance  will  be  in  favor  of  the  harlot,  upon  every  demand.  And,  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon,  that  when  rogues  fall  out ,  honejt  men  come  to  their  rights  fome  civil  feuds 
amongft  this  lawlefs  tribe,  who  are  at  war  with  juftice,  modefty,  health,  and  prudence, 
may  be  a  means  of  teaching  us  v/hat  is  bejl  to  be  done,  to  curb  their  licientiouf- 

nefs ,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  may  prevent  the  cruelty  of  bawds. -  And  if 

fome  officers ,  whofe  duty  it  is,  were  to  do  their  duty  in  a  proper  manner,  the 
bawd,  inftead  of  being  countenanced  and  protected,  would  have  no  power  to 
purfue  her  trade,  much  lefs  to  profecute  for  debts  which  are  not  flriflly  due. 

To  this  purpofe  I  have  lately  met  with  fome  remarks,  ( a )  which  deferve  the  mod 
ferious  attention  j  if  they  are  true ,  as  l  fear  they  are,  where  is  law  or  religion  ? 

“  I  fhould  be  glad  to  be  informed,  Sir,  fays  the  author,  for  it  is  at  prefent  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  doubt  with  me,  whether  or  no  bailiffs  and  their  followers  have  any  particular 
licence  or  privilege  for  keeping  public,  notorious  bawdy-houfes  ?  I  am  allured  by 
fome  perfons,  who  have  the  bell  intelligence  of  thefe  matters,  that  there  are  near 
forty  brothels  kept  by  fuch  perfons,  in  and  near  the  parifhes  of  St.  Paul's  Covent- 
Garden ,  St.  Martin  s,  and  St.  James's ;  where,  if  a  tradefman,  or  other  reputable 
perfon,  chance  to  droll,  in  his  cups,  he  is  made  the  greated  property  of.  Whether 

he 

(a)  Congratulatory  epiiUe  from  a  reformed  rake,  to  J.  F - g.  Efq\  fold  by  Burnet  at  Temple-Bar. 
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he  drinks  or  no,  a  bowl  is  immediately  circulated,  and  if  he  chance  to  deep  till 
morning,  as  perhaps  he  may,  he  finds  a  reckoning  of  four  or  five  pounds  to  dif- 
charge  ;  though  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  liquor  charged,  even  at  their  extortionary 
price,  has  been  drank.  11  he  does  not  pay  it,  he  will  be  arrefted  and  expofed  ;  there¬ 
fore  he  prefers  the  impofition,  and  the  rogues  triumph. 

Thefe  mifcreants  are  conflantly  enquiring  after  pretty  girls  that  are  a  little  in  debt, 
and  if  they  can  contrive  to  buy  up  their  notes,  perhaps  at  a  crown  in  the  pound, 
they  arreft  them,  detain  them  at  their  houfe  in  quality  of  a  fpunging-houfe,  and  make 
their  property  of  them.  The  debt,  perhaps  of  two  or  three  pounds,  ftiil  remains, 
if  they  were  to  earn  them  a  hundred  pounds  *,  fo  that  they  are  never  after,  out  of 
their  clutches,  till  they  are  rotten  and  unfit  for  fervice,  when  they  are  call  into  the 
flreets,  and  become  real  objedts  for  a  reformatory. 

The  melancholly  end  of  a  beautiful  young  gentlewoman,  who  was  lately  trepan¬ 
ned  into  one  of  thefe  houfes,  not  many  miles  from  James flreet  in  the  Hay -market , 
has  given  me  fuch  a  deteftation  of  them,  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  mortification. 
Sir,  I  learnt  that  the  peace  officers,  in  their  late  fearch  in  Hedge  lam ,  never  once 
thought  of  James-Jlreet ,  fo  near,  and  fo  notorious  to  every  pafienger. 

V 

This  unhappy  girl  had  the  misfortune  to  be  debauched  by  an  officer  quartered  at 
Guildford ,  where  her  parents  lived  in  reputation,  and  being  an  only  child,  had  (pared 
no  pains  in  cultivating  thofe  advantages  nature  had  beftowed  on  her.  The  affair 
being,  as  ufual  in  country  places,  made  the  talk  of  the  town,  fhame  and  remorfe 
drove  her  from  her  father’s  houfe,  who,  overwhelmed  with  grief,  did  not  long  fu re¬ 
vive  her  lofs.  She  came  to  London  in  company  with  a  girl  under  the  like  circum- 
ftances,  in  hopes,  by  changing  the  feene,  to  bury  in  oblivion  her  pad  misfortune. — 
But,  alas  1  inftead  of  a  genteel-  fervice,  which  fhe  was.  recommended  to,  fhe  tc-o 
late  found  herfelf  in  the  hands  of  a  notorious  bawd  :  if  fhe  bewailed  her  misfortune, 
or  mentioned  returning  to  her  unhappy  parents,  writs  and  a  goal  were  the  threatned 

confequen- 
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confequences. — The  fear  of  which  obliged  her  to  proftitute  herfelf  to  every  cuftomer, 
who,  from  the  beauty  of  her  perfon,  were  too  numerous. — The  diftemper  fhe  caught 
thefe  infernal  wretches  would  not  fuffer  to  be  properly  cured,  till  by  loads  of  mer¬ 
cury  they  ended  her  life,  and  their  own  gains,  in  the  1 8th  year  of  her  age,  and  third 

year  of  her  bondage. 

/« 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  nefts  of  debauchery  and  villanyy  which,  whether  a  Magdalen- 
Charity  takes  place,  or  no,  fbould  be  immediately  exterminated.  If  low  bawdy- 
houfes  are  nuilances  to  fociety,  the  more  elevated  ones  are  its  bane. 

Image  to  yourfelf.  Sir,  a  fon  —  heir  of  all  your  hopes  and  fortune — perhaps  ftill 
a  ftripling — decoyed  into  one  of  thefe  houfes,  where  all  the  allurements  of  a  harlot 
are  pra&ifed  to  perfe&ion.  All  her  demands  are  agreed  to.  Unable  to  fulfil 
them,  what  courfe  may  he  not  take  ?  His  health  deftroyed — his  life,  every  way, 
endangered— If  he  falls  not  by  the  ill-adminiftered  medicine,  what  can  fecure  him 
from  a  more  ignominious  death  ? — A  failure  of  fupply  converts  his  miftrefs  to  his 
firft  accufer!  A  perfeverance  in  his  illegal  practices,  renders  his  fate  inevitable ! 

Or  paint  to  yourfelf  the  agonies  of  a  parent,  whofe  daughter  is  decoyed  by  the 
bafe  treachery  of  an  execrable  bawd,  who  feeling  the  pulfe  of  her  pafiions,  pro- 
mifes  the  utmoft  gratification  of  fuch  as  predominate.  See  her  languifhing  under 
all  the  inveteracy  of  venereal  complaints  —  ftill  at  the  nod  of  every  wretch  that 
can  command  the  price  fixed  upon  her  by  her  fovereign.  Now  unable  to  fupport 
the  inordinacy  of  her  diforder,  and  no  longer  fit  for  fervile  proftitution,  fhe  is  ex¬ 
pelled  the  feminary.  Infamy,  mifery,  and  maladies  furround  her  ! 

■•9 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  pictures  after  real  life,  and  whoever  takes  the  trouble  of  com¬ 
paring  them  with  the  originals,  will  find  there  is  not  a  feature  outree 


RULES  and  REGULATIONS 
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MAGDALEN  CHARITY. 


TO  fum  up  what  has  been  faid,  we  are  to  confider  the  gaeat  important 
objects  of  the  propofed  charity. 


i.  To  induce  women,  who  have  lived  as  proftitutes,  to  forfake  their  evil 
courfe  of  life. 


2.  To  open  a  retreat  for  them,  where  they  may  pafs  their  time  in  comfort  and 
*  «  (  • 

fafety,  under  no  other  confinement  than  fuch  as  fhall  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for 

their  own  prefervation,  and  what  they  fhall  themfelves  have  voluntarily  confented 
to,  without  any  legal  power. 

t 

3.  To  employ  them  in  the  moft  ufeful  manner,  both  for  themfelves  and  the 
community,  and  by  rendering  them  pious,  induftrious,  and  frugal,  prepare  them 
for  a  comfortable  fettlement  in  the  world. 

4.  To  elbablifh  fuch  regulations  and  oeconomy  as  fhall  at  once  feclude  them 

,  t  f  t  *  •  ,  '  k  ..  «  .  ,  >  *  .  ,  r,  *  f  f  f  .  .. 

for  a  proper  time  from  any  evil  communication,  and  to  give  them  fuch  habits  as 
fhall  recommend  them  to  the  fober  part  of  mankind. 

5.  To  treat  them  with  fuch  regard  and  civility,  as  fhall  convince  them  that 
nothing  more  is  meant  than  their  own  happinefs ;  and  yet  to  avoid  fhowing  any 
fuch  indulgence  as  fhall  tempt  the  evil-minded  to  abufe  the  charity,  or  which  may 

A  difqualify 
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difqualify  thofe  who  are  really  penitent,  from  procuring  a  maintenance  by  virtuous 
induflry  when  they  (hall  return  into  the  world. 

6.  To  difmifs  them  whenever  it  fhall  appear  for  their  fervice  j  but  not  till  they 
fhall  have  acquired  fuch  habits  as  promife  fair  to  fecure  them  from  the  fatal  effe&s 
of  idlenefs ;  and  after  they  fhall  have  entitled  themfelves  to  fuch  a  certificate  of 
their  good  behaviour,  as  will  recommend  them  to  ufeful  and  reputable  employments. 

7.  To  appropriate  fuch  a  fhare  of  the  produce  of  tlieir  induflry  to  them,  with 
the  addition  of  fuch  other  bounty,  as  fhall  be  thought  due  to  their  merit, 
enable  them  to  live  with  honor  and  reputation. 

• 

8.  To  conduct  this  charity  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  fhall  be  confidered  as  a 
very  high  favor  to  be  accepted,  and  confequently  totally  inconfiflent  with  the 
notion  of  intprifinment .  This  will  fubdue  the  difficulty  as  to  Law,  fince  it  is 
reafonable  to  conclude,  that  it  will  be  hard  to  diftinguifii  between  a  Houfe  of  legal 
and  conjlrained  Confinement ,  and  a  Houfe  of  Correction. 

i  ,  _  .  -  *  •  «,  »  t.  n  •  -  * 
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I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  deliver  my  thoughts  on  the  kind  of  Place ;  the 
Officers ;  Regulations Objects  to  be  admitted ;  Labor,  and  domefiic  Oeconomy  necefiary 
to  the  eflablilfiment  and  fupport  of  this  charity. 

I.  Of  the  House.  v 

It  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  a  large  and  commodious  building  could  be  ere&edj 

fituated  near  the  town,  on  a  wholefome  foil,  with  an  ample  garden  inclofed : 

but  this  would  require  fo  much  time,,  even  if  we  had  money  for.  it,,  that  we  might: 

lofe  fight  of  the  object ;  therefore  we  mult  content  ourfelves  till  hereafter  with 

that  we  have,  when  we  may  purfue  a  greater  plan*  and  the  more  as  that  in  Good - 

man's  fields  *  is  fo  fituated,  as  to  enjoy  fpace,  air,  and  privacy,  at  a  moderate, 

expence,  and  does  not  require  much  colt  in  fitting  it  up. 

,  *  II.  Name 

*  This  houfe  is  taken  and  will  contain  near  one  hundred  beds,  with  proper  working-rooms,  a  large 
court-room,  in  which  divine  fervicc  will  be  performed,  a  laundry,  a  garden,  an  area,  and  other  convent 
,  '  encies » 
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II.  Name  of  the  House. 

.  .  \  *  ,,  •,  7 

A  houfe  for  the  ufe  of  Repenting  Projlitutes  is  the  dejtgn,  and  we  muft  not 
refine  too  much  upon  the  name,  left  we  fhould  lofe  the  fubftance  of  the  infti- 
tution  ;  nor  ought  we,  on  the  other  hand,  to  make  too  frequent  mention  of  the 
word  Projlitute  for  in  good  truth,  fhe  who  forfakes  her  evil  courfe  of  life, 
is  no  longer  the  perfon  fhe  was.  The  good  Mary  Magdalen,  whofe  ftory  is  re¬ 
corded  for  our  inftruftion,  ftill  preferved  her  name,  though  fhe  forfook  her 
fins ;  for  the  fame  reafon,  thofe  who  may  now  forfake  their  iniquities,  will  think 
it  no  impropriety  to  call  this  the  Magdalen  Charity -houfe. 


III.  The  Government. 

c 

The  very  efienceof  this  charity,  as  indeed  of  moft  others,  will  depend  on  the 
vigilance  and  attention  of  thofe  who  are  charged  with  the  care  of  it  5  and  there¬ 
fore  it  fhould  be  the  firft  object  to  felett  a  number  of  proper  perfons,  men  of 
bufinefs,  zeal,  and  piety,  fuch  however  as  are  not  too  deeply  immerfed  in  bufinefs, 
not  men  of  narrow  minds,  nor  fuch  as  move  in  a  very  contra&ed  fphere. 

This  Society  fhould  confift  of 

A  President. 

Four  Vice-Presidents. 


A  Treasurer. 
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encies ;  fo  that  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  it  will  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  a  beginning,  without  falling  under 
the  imputation  of  fetting  out  with  contra£led  views  of  things  belonging  to  the  public,  which  is  often  prattifed, 
as  if  the  nation  was  to  be  extinft  in  a  few  years.  This  is  frequently  the  fecret  caufe  why  we  do  not  en¬ 
large  our  ideas,  when  the  merit  of  the  objedl  requires  it ;  but,  in  this  cafe,  we  muft  try  the  experi¬ 
ment,  that  we  may  purfue  the  defign  with  the  more  advantage  hereafter.  The  proper  eftablilhment 
joined  to  a  proof  of  the  utility,  will  be  the  fureft  recommendation  of  this  charity  to  the  public ;  and 
experience  will  point  out  on  what  plan  a  future  building  lhall  be  compofed.  It  is  highly  probable, 
that  it  will  be  found  advifeable  hereafter  to  have  more  than  one  hofpital,  and  where  there  are  proper 
perfons  to  take  charge  of  it,  the  principal  hofpital  may  be  at  fome  diftance  from  the  metropolis, 

A  2 


A  General  Court, 

/  f\  ? 

A  General  Committee  of  Twenty *one# 

A  Sub-Committee. 
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Governors  in  general, 

A  Chaplain. 

A  Matron. 

I*  <  . .  .  1 .  '  '  i  y  ‘  » 
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An  Assistant-Matron,- 

A  Physician. 

A  Surgeon. 

...  :  1  c  ■  •  -  '  ^  -  .it  '  1 
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An  Apothecary. 

V>h  •'  ••  '-/«  .•  v  ...  ;  •>  if.  :  rfl  ji  t :  ' 

A  Steward. 
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A  Secretary. 

A  Porter,. 

A  Messenger. 

All  thefe  to  be  elected  by  Ballot 

As  this  is  an  enterprife  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  great  care  muft  be  taken  not?! 
only  to  avoid  the  reality,  but  even  the  appearance  of  indifcretion ;  for  this  rea- 
fon  every  one  of  thefe  Officers  ought  to  be  perfons  of  the  moft  unblemiffied  cha¬ 
racters  ;  men  who  have  the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes  ;  and  it  is  highly  pro- 
- .  per 

*  Here  I  cannot  help  remarking  how  frequently  the  public  intereft  is  facrificed  to  that  very  Liberty 
which  is  the  idol  of  our  worffiip..  From  the  defire  of  providing  for  the  Needy,  and  the  followers  of 
our  fortunes,  not  only  the  objedt  purfued  is  oftentimes  made  a  prey  to  idlenefs  or  ignorance,  but  our 
EquaL  and  heft  Friends ,  who  purpofe  to  dirett  the  bufinefs,  for  which  the  officer  is  chofen,  are  for¬ 
gotten  or  negktted,  and  left  to  ftruggle  through  a  thoufand  difficulties  for  want  of  good  and  able  fer- 
vants.  As  this  fcheme  is  intended  to  prevent  Proftitution ,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  Proftitution  of  Votet 
to  any  fuch  falfe  charity,  or  little  or  mean  purpofe. 


per  that  time  and  experience  (hall  have  tamed  their  paflions,  and  rendered  them 
fubfervient  to  their  reafon.  And  even  under  thefe  circumflances  the  greateft 
care  is  neceffary. 

> 

IV.  Of  Governors  in  general. 

r.  A  subscription  of  twenty  guineas  fhall  be  a  qualification  of  a  Governor 

for  life. 

2.  An  annual  fubfcription  of  five  guineas  fhall  be  a  qualification  of  a  Go¬ 
vernor  for  that  year  \  which  fubfcription,  when  it  fhall  amount  to  twenty-five 
guineas,  fhall  be  a  qualification  for  life. 

3.  Every  Lady  fubfcribing  as  above,  fhall  be  entitled  to  vote  either  perfo- 
nally,  or  by  proxy,  provided  the  proxy  be  brought  by  a  Governor. 

*  ■  1  •  0  i 

4.  All  Corporations,  Communities,  Societies,  and  Partnerfhips,  fubfcribing 
as  aforefaid,  may  vote  by  proxy  as  above-mentioned,  each  Corporation,  Com¬ 
munity,  Society,  or  Partnerfhip,  having  only  one  vote  in  any  election. 

5.  No  Governor  fhall  be  pofTeffed  of  more  than  one  proxy  *,  if  the  numbers  of 
voters  are  equal,  the  Chairman  fhall  have  the  calling  vote. 

6.  If  the  defign-  fucceeds,  and  promifes  great  fervice  to  the  Commonwealth, 
to  apply  to  the  Crown  for  a  Charter  to  incorporate  this  Society. 

V- Of  the  President.. 

He  fhould  be  a  perfon  eminent  in  rank  and  fortune,  as  well  as  diflin- 
guifhed  for  piety,  and  fometimes  fhow  his  countenance  by  his  attendance. 

VI.  Four  Vice-Presidents. 

* 

The  fame  regard  fhall  be  had  in  the  choice  of  them  as  of  the  Prefident*. 
and  if  fome  of  them  are  Nobles,  it  will  give  the  greater  weight  and  dignity  to 
the  undertaking. 

VII. 
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VII.  Of  the  Treasurer. 

1.  He  fhall  be  a  man.  of  fortune  and  charafler  in  the  city,  who  may  have 
weight  to  obtain  Subfcriptions  by  perfonal  applications,  as  occafions  may 
offer,  and  who  will  attend  the  Committees. 

i  ft  1 :  '  ♦ 
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2.  In-  the  abfence  of  the  Prefidentand  Vice-Prefidents,  he  fhall  take  the  chair, 
But  in  his  abfence  a  Chairman  fhall  be  chofen  for  the  Day. 

3.  He  is  to  receive  all  benefa&ions  whatfoever,  from  the  hands  of  the  gover¬ 
nors  or  officers  of  the  houfe,  who  fhall  occafionally  receive  or  collect  the  fame  •, 
and  he  fhall  pay  all  fums  fo  received  into  the  hands  of  a  Banker  or  Bankers. 

4.  Whatever  monies  he  fhall  have  occafion  for  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
ufe  of  this  fociety,  fhall  be  imprefied  to  him  by  draughts  on  the  Bank,  or 
Bankers ;  which  draughts  fhall  be  figned  by  three  of  the  Committee,  and  a 
counterpart  thereof  fhall  be  kept  in  a  book,  viz.  of  the  dates,  N°,  and  fum  of 
the  Note  which  fhall  be  alfo  figned  by  the  faid  three  perfons,  the  Secretary  pre- 
vioufly  declaring,  to  the  Committee,  what  money  is  wanted. 

5.  He  is  to  keep  accounts  with  the  Bank  or  Bankers,  and  to  account  annu¬ 
ally  with  the  Society,  in  a  caffi-book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe. 

VIII.  The  General  Courts  ordinary  and  annual. 

1.  The  ordinary  General  Courts  fhall  confift  of  at  leaf:  twelve  Governors. 
The  Prefident,  or  Vice-Prefident  firft  named  in  the  lift  of  Vice-Prefidents, 
(who,  to  avoid  diftin&ions,  fhall  be  ranged  in  alphabetical  order  by  the  ini¬ 
tial  letters  of  their  furnames)  is  to  prefide,  and  keep  order.  He  is  to  explain 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Aflembly  ;  to  put  queftions ;  and,  if  required,  to  put  fuch 
queftions  to  the  vote,  by  ballot.  In  cafe  of  an  equality  of  voices,  he  (ball  have 
a  calling  vote  himfelf. 


2. 


2.  The  ordinary  General  Courts ,  fhall  be  quarterly,  viz.  on  the  fecond  Wednejday 
in  January ,  the  fecond  in  Aprils  the  fecond  in  July,  and  the  fecond  in  October  ; 
at  which  times  the  Governors  fhall  be  informed  of  the  ftate  of  the  Charity, 
and  the  feveral  books  of  admiflion  and  difmiflion,  and  all  others  fhall  be  laid 
before  them. 

3.  The  Secretary  fhall  inform  the  Prefident,  Vice-Prefidents,  Treafurer,  and 
Governors,  when  the  ordinary  and  annual  General  Courts  are  held  ;  the  fame 
ihall  be  alfo  mentioned  once  in  the  Daily  and  Public  Advertifers . 

4.  The  annual  General  Court  fhall  be  on  the  laft  Wednejday  in  April,  at  which 
time  the  Officers  fhall  be  chofen. 

All  the  Rules,  Regulations,  and  Improvements  of  this  inflitution,  together 
with  all  books  of  accounts  relating  to  it,  and  the  general  ftate  of  the  account, 
fhall  be  laid  before  the  Governors  at  the  annual  General  Court. 

IX.  The  General  Committee. 

1.  Th  1  s,Committee  fhall  confifl  of  twenty-one,  five  of  whom  fhall  conftitute 
a  quorum,  and  the  Prefident,  Vice-Prefidents,  and  Treafurer  are  always  of  this 
General  Committee. 

2.  They  fhall  meet  every  Wednejday  in  the  afternoon  at  five  o’clock. 

3.  They  fhall  not  divulge  any  thing  relating  to  the  perfons  or  characters  of 
the  women  who  are  admitted,  nor  of  their  family,  nor  of  the  perfons  who  de¬ 
bauched  them,  if  this  fhould  come  out  in  the  accounts  they  may  give  of  then> 
felves.  N.  B.  No  enquiry  fhall  be  made  into  any  fuch  circumftance. 

.4.  N  o  member  of  this  Committee  fhall  be  interefted,  in  a  pecuniary  way,  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly,  in  any  bufinefs,  matter,  or  thing,  in  the  department  of 
the  faid  Committee.  Therefore  it  is  expeCted,  if  any  perfon  is  chofen,  who  ap¬ 
prehends.  himfelf  to  be  interefted,  that  he  will  decline  accepting  the  truft. 
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5.  The  above  Article  Is  not  underftood  to  exclude  any  perfon  who  becomes  a 
Governor  by  his  voluntary  bounty,  from  fupplying  whatever  may  be  wanted  in 
his  way  of  bufinefs,  provided  he  does  it  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  Committee,  and 
upon  as  good  terms  as  any  other  perfon  offers  to  do  it. 

6.  When  there  is  any  particular  bufinefs,  the  fame  fhall  be  expreffed  in  the 
fummons,  and  firft  entered  upon,  and  determined,  before  any  other  bufinefs  is 
propofed. 

y.  The  Committee  fhall  have  power  to  receive  and  difmifs  the  perfons  ad¬ 
mitted;  infpeft  the  clothing,  furniture,  and  provifions,  to  fee  that  they  be 
all  good  and  cheap  of  their  kind. 

8.  They  fhall  give  orders  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  perfons  ad¬ 
mitted  fhall  be  employed,  in  the  moft  proper  and  advantageous  way. 

9.  They  fhall  provide  fuch  conveniences  as  are  wanting  from  time  to  time. 

10.  They  fhall  examine  into  the  condudt  of  all  the  Officers,  and  give  them 
fuch  orders  as  the  occafion  may  require  ;  and  in  cafe  they  fee  fufficient  caufe, 
to  fufpend  or  difcharge  any  of  the  Officers,  they  are  impowered  to  do  it ;  this 
authority  not  extending  to  the  Chaplain,  Matron,  Phyfician  or  Surgeons,  who 
fhall  be  difcharged  only  by  a  majority  of  the  General  Court. 

11.  The  Prefident,  Vice-Prefidents,  Treafurer,  and  the  Committee,  fhall  be 
fummoned  three  weeks  before  the  year  expires,  in  order  to  confider  of  proper 
perfons,  to  fucceed  them,  to  be  recommended  to  the  General  Court*. 


.  12. 

*  The  Charge  to  be  given  by  the  Chair  may  run  in  thefe  Terms. — *—  Gentlemen,  The  nature  of 
this  inftitution,  and  the  duties  of  my  office,  call  on  me  to  remind  you,  that  the  time  of  ele&ing  a 
Committee  is  near  at  hand  :  therefore  I  hope  you  will  recommend  fit  and  able  gentlemen,  men  of 
great  honor  and  probity,  without  refpett  to  perfons ;  and  it  mult  alfa  be  known  if  fuch  gentlemen, 
when  chofen,  will  accept  the  trull,  and  difcharge  it  to  the  bed  of  their  Ikill  and  abilities.  They 
mull  not  be  intereiled  in  any  tranfa&ion  in  the  department  of  your  Committee  dire&Iy  or  indire&ly. 
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12.  This  Committee  (hall  prepare  a  general  ftate  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Charity,  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Court. 

13.  They  Ihall  alfo  make  propofals  in  writing,  or  otherwife,  of  what  they 
think  neceffary,  For  the  improvement  of  this  Charity,  to  be  laid  before  the  General 
Court. 

14.  Every  perfon  fpeaking  in  a  Committee,  as  well  as  in  a  General  Court, 
{hall  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  Chair.  No  Perfon  is  allowed  to  fpeak  but  twice  on 
the  fame  fubjeft  without  leave.  If  two  offer  to  fpeak  at  a  time,  the  Chairman 
{hall  dirett  which  of  them  is  to  proceed.  If  any  difpute  arife  on  any  queftion, 
the  Chairman  {hall  ftate  the  fame,  which  fhall  be  determined  by  holding  up  of 
hands,  unlefs  a  ballot  or  divifion  is  required  by  any  three  prefent. 

15.  The  rough  minutes  of  the  Committee  fhall  be  read  and  figned  by  the 
Chairman  before  he  leaves  the  chair.  The  fair  minutes  fhall  alfo  be  read  at  the 
next  meeting,  before  any  other  bufinefs  is  entered  upon,  and  Ihall  be  figned 
by  the  Chairman,  as  an  acquiefcence  that  they  are  the  real  minutes  of  the  laft 
meeting. 


1 6.  A  Paper  Ihall  lay  before  the  Chair  with  the  order  of  proceeding  in  bu¬ 
finefs. 


X.  The  Sub-Committee. 


1.  The  Sub-Committee  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  General  Committee,  to 
attend  weekly  a&. 


2.  This  Sub-Committee  {hall  not  confift  of  lefs  than  three  of  the  General 
Committee. 


3.  They  may  receive  objects,  and  execute  fuch  powers  as  fhall  be  appointed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  General  Committee. 
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4.  They  arc  to  obferve  the  feme  mile  as  the  General  Committee,  not  to  di¬ 
vulge  any  thing  relating  to  the  perfons,  characters  or  families  of  the  women 
who  are  admitted. 

5.  They  (hall  meet  every  Friday  morning,  and  vifit  the  houfe,  obferving  the 
limitations  defcribed  hereafter,  in  the  Caution  upon  Vifitors. 

XI.  The  Chaplain. 

1.  The  Chaplain  fhall  be  a  man  of  diftinguifhed  piety,  with  a  very  peculiar 
zeal  in  the  great  caufe  of  Chriflianity ;  a  man  of  good  fenfe  and  politenefs,  with 
that  kind  of  humanity  which  arifes  from  a  knowledge  of  the  human  heart. 

2.  He  fhall  alfo  have  a  graceful  fpeech,  and  a  perfuafive  manner  of  recom¬ 
mending  the  duties  of  Religion. 

3.  His  duty  fhall  be  to  attend  all  Committees,  and  make  'reports  of  what  he 
thinks  is  neceffary  for  the  good  condud  and  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking. 

4.  He  fhall  alfo  attend  when  perfons  are  admitted,  or  examined,  as  to  their  cir- 
cumftances,  and  take  care  to  promote  a  decent  deportment,  that  by  pradice  and 
obfervation  he  may  learn  to  judge  well  of  the  real  difpofition  of  the  objeds. 

5.  He  fhall  read  Prayers  conflantly  morning  and  evening,  at  a  regular  time 
appointed  ;  pray  and  preach  twice  every  Sunday,  at  certain  fixed  hours,  as  fhall 
be  judged  moft  convenient  \  adminifter  the  Sacraments  at  the  great  Feflivals,  and; 
once  every  month. 

6.  He  fhall  attend  the  Tick  and  illiterate,  taking  efpecial  care  to  inflrud  them 
according  to  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  this  nation. 

1 

*  XII.  The  Matron. 

1.  Her  falary  fhall  not  be  lefs  than  jT.  .  per  ann.  with  a  gratuity,  accord¬ 
ing  as  Hie  fhall  behave,  with  meat,  drink,  wafhing  and  lodging :  fhe  fhall 


not 
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not  fell  any  thing  to  the  Magdalens,  and  be  contented  with  the  provifions  of 
the  houfe. 

2.  She  mud  be  a  fmgle  woman  of  about  Forty,  or  wife  to  th*e  Chaplain  or 
Secretary,  in  full  health  and  of  good  fpirits,  not  talkative,  and  yet  of  an  eafy 
and  familiar  addrefs. 

3.  She  lhall  be  a  woman  who  has  feen  the  world,  and  declares  that  die  ac¬ 
cepts  the  office  from  a  fenfe  of  humanity  and  religion,  as  well  as  from  conve¬ 
nience. 

5.  She  fhall  underdand  the  domedic  ceconomy  of  a  family,  and  be  a  midrefs 
of  her  needle,  fo  as  to  teach  fuch  of  the  women  as  are  not  able  to  work  at  all 
without  indru&ion. 

5.  She  fhall  not  difdain  the  converfation  of  the  mod  fenfible  and  polite  of 
thefe  Magdalens,  nor  yet  be  generally  fo  familiar  as  to  forfake  her  dignity,  and 
lofe  her  authority. 

*  r  >,  f  **  t-*  I  ■"  ,  *  *  t%,\  , 

6.  She  fhall  be  exemplary  in  piety,  not  demure,  nor  yet  with  any  appear¬ 
ance  of  levity.  Real  modedy  and  good  fenfe  will  give  her  carriage  auderity 
fufficient  to  fupport  her  authority  among  the  Magdalens. 

7.  As  die  fhall  be  fully  indruded  in  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  houfe,  die 
mud  obferve  them  dri&ly,  and  always  reprefent  to  the  Committee  whatever 
die  finds  amifs,  or  thinks  will  be  mod  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charity. 

8.  She  fhall  receive  indructions  from  the  Committee  in  what  manner  to  govern 
and  regulate  the  domedic  affairs  j  take  in  and  deliver  out  work,  and  inform 
the  deward  with  what  is  neceffary,  for  him  to  keep  an  account  thereof. 
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She  fhall  fee  that  every  one  of  the  women  is  employed,  and  difcharge  their 
duty,  and  put  tickets  on  the  work  of  each  woman,  that  it  may  be  known 
whofe  it  is. 

10.  She  fhall  take  care  of  all  the  houfhold  linen,  and  what  belongs  to  the 
clothing,  fo  that  the  Steward  may  keep  an  account  thereof. 

1 1.  She  jfliall  fee  the  houfe  is  kept  clean  and  airy. 

12.  She  fhall  require  of  the  Steward  fuch  provifions  as  are  neceflary  for  the 
houfe,  fuffer  none  to  be  carried  away,  nor  any  wafte  to  be  made. 

13.  She  fhall  take  care  that  the  Rules  of  the  houfe  be  ftridrtly  obferved,  with 
regard  to  the  time  of  reft,  the  diet,  hours  of  devotion,  and  every  thing  that 
flnall  concern  the  good  order  of  the  houfe,  agreeably  to  thefe  Regulations. 

14.  As  the  Porter  is  ordered  to  keep  the  keys  of  the  outer  doors,  fhe  fhall 
keep  the  keys  of  the  doors  of  the  feveral  wards,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  during 
the  night  no  perfon  fhall  come  in  or  go  out  without  her  knowledge. 
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15.  She  fhould  have  an  apartment  fo  fituated,  that  thofe  who  muft  neceflarily 
refort  to  her,  may  not  have  any  intercourfe  with  the  Magdalens. 

XIII.  The  Assistant-Matron. 

As  it  will  probably  happen  that  the  Magdalens,  when  they  are  firft  taken,  will 
require  more  attention  than  one  woman  can  give,  whether  to  keep  good  order 
and  fupport  a  regular  ceconomy,  to  teach  fome  of  them  to  work,  or  to  overlook 
them  when  they  are  at  work,  the  Matron  fhall  have  an  Affijlant ,  who  fhall  be  in- 
ftrudted  to  admonifh  the  women  for  fmall  faults,  and  to  make  complaint  to  the. 
Matron,  if  they  commit  great  ones. 


XIV.  The 
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XIV.  The  Secretary. 

1.  As  it  is  probable  the  Treafurer  will  often  truft  him  with  fmali  Turns,  he 
muft  find  fureties  to  be  bound  for  him  in  the  Turn  of  three-hundred  pounds. 

2.  He  muft  keep  all  the  accounts  in  the  books,  and  in  the  method  which 
lhall  be  pointed  out  to  him ;  and  he  fhall  carry  on  the  correfpondency, 
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3.  He  fhall  be  prefent  at  all  Committees,  take  minutes,  and  do  whatever  fhall 
be  required  from  the  nature  of  his  office. 

4.  He  fhall  be  about  forty  years  of  age.  ,  . 

*  *  1  ^  J  fjjj  i'X)l  ’  '  * e  •  I  “s 

XV.  The  Physician. 

2.  To  enlarge  on  his  bufinefs  would  be  needlefs.  Except  the  women  who 
may  happen  to  be  Tick  when  they  are  firft  admitted,  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  have 
l'efs  to  do  than  in  the  great  world,  where  too  little  labor,  and  too  much  food, 

create  numberlefs  maladies.  Application  and  (kill  will  ever  be  required,  with  a 
more  humane  and  polite  conduct,  than  perhaps  is  neceffary  in  any  other  public 
hofpital,  of  which  every  man  of  common  fenfe  will  make  himfelf  the.  judge. 
Without  prudence  and  circumfpeftion,  fuch  an  inftitution  cannot  be  fupported. 

2.  He  fhall  not  be  under  forty  years  of  age,  and  married,  or  a  widower. 
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3.  He  fhall  make  weekly  reports  to  the  Committee  if  there  is  any 
in  the  houfe,  and  of  the  fituation  of  his  patients. 

XVI.  The  Surgeon. 

;i  /  if1  *  v  .  t .  >  4  1  •>-  •  f  '•  *  > 

The  fame  Rule  fhall  be  obferved  in  regard  to  him  as  of  the  Phyfician. 


perfon  lick 
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XVII.  The  Apothecary. 

The  fame  may  be  alfofaid  of  him,  only  that  he  fhould  be  cautioned  not  to 
ufe  many  drugs,  but  rather  enquire  of  the  phyfician  what  kind  of  food  is  beft 
under  particular  circumftances,  and  employ  his  (kill  to  affifi  not  objlrutt  nature. 

XVIII.  The  Steward. 

1.  He  fhalJ  be  about  forty  years  of  age,  and  lye  in  the  Houfe. 

2.  Hs  (hall  provide  the  materials,  keep  an  account  of  all  the  work  done,  and 
make  a  general  calculation,  every  three  months,  of  the  computed  value  of  the 
daily  labor  of  each  woman. 

3.  He  fhall  keep  an  exa<5t  account  of  the  provifions  of  all  forts  laid  in,  and 
how  it  is  expended. 

, 

4.  He  fhall  alfo  keep  an  exa<5t  account  of  the  clothing. 

5.  He  fhall  keep  a  fair  and  exaft  inventory  of  the  furniture  as  ranged  in  the 
different  wards  and  apartments,  with  the  coft  of  each  article,  and  all  other 
domeftic  concerns,  entering  the  whole  in  feparate  books  to  be  prepared  for  that 
purpofe. 

. 

XIX.  The  Porter. 

1.  The  Porter  mud  be  an  elderly  perfon,  of  good  chara&er.  He  is  to  attend 
the  gates,  receive  meffages  and  letters  to  the  committee,  and  all  other  matters 
in  his  province. 

2.  He  fhall  give  fecurity  for  his  conduft  in  the  fum  of  one-hundred  pounds. 

3.  He  fhall  refide  in  the  houfe,  in  an  apartment  prepared  for  him,  and  keep 
the  keys  of  the  outer  doors,  and  ftri&ly  obferve  the  irdtruflions  which  fhall  be 
given  him,  in  regard  to  vifitors,  letters,  &c. 


XX.  The 
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XX.  The  Messenger. 

As  the  Porter  fhall  conflantly  attend  the  doors,  the  Meffenger  fhall  be  employed 
in  errands,  and  out-door  bufmefs,  and  fhall  alfo  give  fecurity  for  his  conduct  in 
the  Turn  of  fifty-pounds. 

Neither  the  Steward,  Porter,  or  Meffenger,  fhall  have  any  communication* 
or  the  leafl  connexion  with  the  women  in  the  houfe. 

Each  Officer  fhall  have  a  written  inftruttion,  that  no  one  may  plead  ignorance 
what  he  is  to  do,  or  go  beyond  his  duty,  fuch  inftru&ions  being  fubjeft  to  altera¬ 
tions  ;  and  if  any  one  receives  any  money,  fee,  or  reward,  more  than  his  falary, 
he  or  fhe  fhall  be  immediately  difcharged. 

XXL  The  Admiflion  of  proper  Objects. 

*  *  »  •  ' 

We  come  now  to  the  confideration  of  the  mofl  effential  part.  We  have  hitherto 
fuppofed  that  there  is  fuch  a  being  as  a  female  Projlitute ,  of  the  human  fpecies ; 
and  we  have  fuppofed  that  they  are  endowed  with  reafon  ;  that  fome  of  them  do 
believe  in  a  God,  and  are  confcious  of  having  offended  him  :  that  fome  alfo  repent 
of  having  given  fuch  offence,  and  are  defirous  to  feek  for  pardon  :  that  they  like- 
wife  defire  to  be  affifted  by  their  fellow-creatures  and  fellow-chrijlians ,  in  the  mofl 
effectual  means  of  obtaining  that  pardon,  and  of  rendering  themfelves  happy 
here  and  hereafter. 

Let  us  then  examine  upon  what  terms  they  are  to  be  admitted  into  this 

retreat  from  iniquity. - We  all  know  that  it  is  a  rank  abfurdity,  upon  the 

very  face  of  the  propofition,  to  compel  anyone  to  be  virtuous .  True  C’hriftianity 
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certainly  knows  of  no-  fuch  dodlrine ;  nor  do  our  laws  know  of  any  legal  con¬ 
finement,  except  imprifonment  in  fuppofed  criminal  cafes,  or  for  debt.  We  mull 
therefore  leave  this  matter  to  Hand  upon  its  true  and  proper  foundation,  the  only 
foundation  it  can  hand  upon,  which  is  that  of  Repentance with  the  hope  of  tem¬ 
poral  eafe  and  comfort ,  if  not  happinefs. 


Those 
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Those  who  frighten  themfelves  with  apprehenfions  that  great  difficulties  will 
arife  upon  the  article  of  Parijh  fettlements,  on  account  of  ereCting  this  hofpital, 
feem  to  forget  that  we  have  any  fuch  eftabliffiments  as  public  hofpitals  in  thefe 
kingdoms.  Indeed  it  has  been  fuggefted  that  thefe  Magdalens  muft  be  indentured- 
fervants  to  the  Matron  of  the  houfe;  and  from  thence  it  has  been  urged,  that 
the  pariffi  fettlement  will  be  changed  from  the  place  of  their  birth,  or  fervitude, 
to  the  parifh  where  they  become  apprentices.  When  this  matter  is  examined 
into,  I  apprehend  it  will  appear,  that  to  render  an  indenture  legal ,  without  which 
there  cannot  be  a  fettlement,  it  muft  be  made  for  five  if  not  /even  Tears,  which  is 
two  or  three  years  more  than  was  ever  intended.  But  dropping  the  confideration  of 
Indentures ,  it  will  certainly  anfwer  as  well  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  if  thefe 
Magdalens  become  only  fervants,  under  articles  to  the  Matron,  under  certain 
conditions  :  and  if  this  is  ftill  fubjeCt  to  objections,  upon  the  principle  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  they  may  be  only  fimply  informed  of  the  Condition  of  their  reception  and 
entertainment,  and  fubferibe  to  it ;  which  condition  is  a  fubmiffion  to  the  ceco- 
nomy  and  rules  of  the  houfe;  for  after  all  that  can  be  faid,  the  terms  amount 
to  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  fuch  fubmiffion  :  and  this  will  be  free  of  all 
delufion  or  exception,  with  regard  to  the  mutual  obligations  of  the  contracting 
parties,  or  the  opinion  of  a  few  who  feem  much  more  inclined  to  find  reafons 
why  the  plan  fhould  not  be  attempted,  than  how  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  it  f. 

i.  The  greateft  exaCtnefs  ffiall  be  obferved  in  diftinguifhing  the  proper  objeCts 
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to  be  admitted. 

2  It 

f  The  qiieftion  which  occurs  to  many  is  this  :  Is  it  neceflary  that  a  girl  fhall  be  debauched ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  qualified  for  your  Magdalen  Charity  ?  This  may  be  anfwered  by  afking  another  queftion  ; 
if  an  Hofpital  is  ere£led  for  fetting  broken  legs,  would  you  receive  into  it  her  who  only  complains  of 
a  fever  ?  The  end  and  defign  of  the  inftitution  will  be  perverted,  if  it  is  not  confined  to  thofe  who  call 
themfelves,  and  appear  to  be  repenting  projiitutes.  She  who  is  not  a  proftitute,  or  not  known  to  be  fuch, 
is  fuppofed  to  have  a  character,  and  may  be  admitted  to  ferve  in  a  family,  and  confequently  is  not  a 
proper  objeft  of  the  care  of  this  hofpital.  And  furely  ho  girl  will  become  a  proftitute  becaufe  Ihe  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  repent  of  being  fo,  more  than  men  will  fquander  their  fortunes  becaufe  there 
are  alms-houfes.  If  one  confiders  further,  that  this  Magdalen  Charity  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  receive  a 
great  number  at  firft,  and  that  thofe  only  who  are  really  penitent  will  fubmit  to  be  confined,  even 

though 
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2.  It  would  be  an  Utopean  fcheme,  to  expeft  to  make  converts  upon  any  other 
principle  than  that  of  confinement  *,  this  muft  be  fubmitted  to,  from  the  time  of 
their  admifiion  to  the  time  of  their  difmijfion  ;  unlefs  they  are  differed  to  go  out  by  a 
particular  order,  or  for  reafons  which  fliall  be  intirely  fatisfa&ory  to  the  Committee. 

3.  No  perfon  lhall  be  received  exceeding  the  age  of  thirty  years  *. 

4.  The  ordinary  method  of  admifiion,  fhall  be  by  petition,  which  may  fet  forth 
the  perfon’s  name,  age ,  place  of  abode,  and  if  they  have  any  parent ,  relation ,  or 
friend ,  to  whom  they  defire  their  condition  fliould  be  immediately  known,  and 
alfo  their  parifh  fettlementj  but  thefe  feveral  particulars  fliall  be  left  at  the  option 
of  the  petitioner, 

5.  If  any  perfon  fhould,  for  weighty  reafons,  defire  to  conceal  her  name  from 
the  world ,  and  yet  wifh  it  might  be  known  to  one  whom  fhe  can  trufi ,  fhe  may 
communicate  it,  under  the  promife  of  fecrecy,  to  the  Prefident,  to  one  of  the 
Vice-Prefidents,  to  the  Treafurer,  or  to  any  one  of  the  Governors  who  are  of  the 
committee  f . 

6. 

though  the  circumftances  of  fuch  confinement  fhould  be  rendered  ever  fo  agreeable.  Let  us  not 
refine  too  much  on  the  fubjcft,  before  any  tryal  is  made,  unlefs  we  mean  to  oblirutt  the  defign. 

As  it  is  not  probable  that  any  man,  whofe  character  is  above  that  of  a  thief  or  a  murderer ,  will 
form  any  defigns  againjl  this  inftitution,  fo  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  any  demands  on  thefe  women  will 
require  a  proof,  which  may  lead  to  the  difcovery  of  a  fcene  of  iniquity,  the  confequences  of  which 
the  parties  will  not  chufe  to  hand  to.  As  to  proceeding  againft  thefe  poor  girls  to  the  extremity  of  an 
out-lawry  for  petty  debts,  I  do  not  conceive  that  fuch  out-lawries  will  be  granted,  or  that  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  indulge  any  fears  on  this  head.  Indeed  it  bears  very  hard  upon  the  human  heart,  to  fuppofe 
that  even  bawds  themfelves  are  totally  devoid  of  all  commiferation  ;  or  that  thofe  will  be  the  objedls  of 
their  perfection,  whom  this  hofpital  fhall  take  under  their  prote&ion:  I  fear  fifty  hofpitals  will  never 
ruin  their  trade. 

*  These  unhappy  women  are  generally  very  old  before  this  age;  if  it  is  extended  beyond  this 
period  of  life,  it  may  become  an  afylum  for  old  women,  who  can  be  of  little  ufe,  for  labor  within 
doors ,  and  can  hardly  do  much  mifchief,  in  this  way,  without.  As  to  bawds ,  they  are  leafl:  inclined  to 
repent,  and  moft  dangerous  among  penitents. 

( 

f  These  precautions  feem  neceffary,  fo  far  as  the  parties  will  comply,  for  there  will  be  no  did 
proving  them  ;  if  any  good  fortune  befals  any  of  thefe  women  hereafter,  the  committee  will,  by  this 
means,  the  more  eafily  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it,  for  her  fervicc, 

c 
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6.  These  petitions,  for  which  a  Form  fhall  be  prepared,  may  be  fealed  up,  and 
fhall  be  examined  only  by  the  Committee. 

y.  The  above  rules  may  be  obferved  only  when  no  governor  takes  upon  him 
to  declare  in  writing  and  upon  honor,  that  he  verily  believes,  from  circumftances, 
that  the  petitioner  is  a  fit  objeft,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  charity  J,  and 
fuch  declaration  fhall  be  deemed  fufficient. 

8.  Every  petitioner  fhall  be  examined  as  to  her  health,  by  the  Phyfician,  or 
Surgeon,  and  alfo  queftioned  by  the  Matron. 

9.  When  the  petition  is  approved,  it  fhall  be  wrote  on,  found  proper ,  and  fub- 
fcribed  by  the  chairman. 

t  '  \  f  f 

10.  Every  perfon  upon  admifiion-  fhall  engage  to  obferve  the  rules  of  the  ho- 
fpital,  aqd  fubfcribe  to  them,  as  follows  : 

I  do  confenty  and  hereby  engage  my f elf  ,  to  the  matron  of  this  houfe,  for  the  time  beings 
for  the  fpace  of  three  years ,  as  an  articled  fervant,  and  agree  that  the  articles  fhall  be 
cancelled  whenever  the  committee  fhall  be  fatisfied  that  my  -parents  or  relations  are  capa¬ 
ble  of  taking  care  of  me ,  and  are  reconciled  to  me :  alfo  if  by  my  indufry ,  or  by  any 

change  of  fortune  that  may  happen  to  me ,  1  fhall  be  enabled  to  live  reputably  ;  or  if  any 

»  * 

other  caufe  jhould  arife ,  provided  it  be  always  to  the  fatisfatdion  of  the  committee  of  the 
governors  of  this  houfe.  It  is  mutually  underfood  that  this  agreement  is  meant  as  a 
proper  means  of  guarding  and  preferving  me,  and  to  prevent  my  falling  again  into  the 
calamitous  ftuation  from  which  it  has  pleafed  God  to  deliver  me.  And  it  is  my  fmcere 
intention  to  conform  to  the  rules  of  this  houfe ,  particularly  not  to  go  abroad  without  an 
efpecial  licence  \  and  1  will  by  my  indufry  and  piety  endevor  to  recommend  myfelf  to  the 

care 

t  It  will  greatly  facilitate  the  bufinefs  of  the  committee,  if  the  governor,  recommending  any  objeft, 
declares  in  writing  that  he  has  taken  fuch  meafur.es  as  appear  to  him  moft  proper  to  obtain  information 
of  her  real  circumftances,  and  that  he  verily  believes  (lie  is  a  proper  objett.  And  as  the  lift  of  gover¬ 
nors  will  be  pubhfhed  from  time  to  time,  the  women  will  of  courfe  endevor  to  be.  recommended  by 
fome  one  of  them,  as  prafiifed  in  other  Hofpitals. 
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cave  and  protehUoit  of  the  governors  thereof ,  that  my  life  may  henceforth  he  rendered 
happy  t-  Magdalen  Charity -houfe,  the  of  17 

ii*  The  better  to  guard  againft  the  irregularities  which  may  arife,  before  any 
trial  is  made  of  the  temper  and  fincerity  of  the  party  •,  upon  firft  admifilon, 
they  (hall  be  kept  for  a  month  in  a  ward  affigned  for  this  purpofe,  and 
not  alTociate  with  thofe  who  are  fettled  in  their  mind  and  manners  *,  till  they 
give  proof  of  their  acquiefcence  to  what  they  have  fubferibed  •,  obferving  that  their 
treatment  and  their  work,  during  this  intermediate  ftate,  fhall  be  neither  more 
nor  lefs  gentle  than  that  of  the  women  in  the  other  wards,  except  that  novices 
(hall  always  have  a  fufficient  time  to  learn  to  work. 

WARDS. 

+  Great  care  muft  be  taken  to  prevent  abufes,  that  whilft  Jit  obje&s  are  treated  with  the  greateft 
humanity,  thofe  who  premeditate  impofitions  may  be  confidered  as  impious  violators  of  tire  fan&ity 
'of  this  charity,  and  treated  as  atrocious  offenders. 

As  to  the  diftindtions  of  the  better  and  inferior  kind  of  people,  their  difeourfe  or  appearance  will 
naturally  lead  to  the  difeovery.  And  here  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  it  is  probable  the  moll 
intelligent  and  ingenious  girls,  who  have  had  fome  education,  and  remain  with  fome  imprefiions  of 
religion  on  their  minds,  will  be  the  firft  and  always  the  moft  ready  to  accept  the  invitation  which, 
is  given  them.  In  order  the  more  eafily  to  difeover  the  fincerity  of  the  intentions  of  feveral  vvhofe 
fufterings  will  incline  them  to  feek  relief,  this  Magdalen  Charity  muft  fupport  a  good  correfpondency 
with  the  Lock-Hofpital.  When  women  are  reftored  to  health,  and  difeharged  from  thence,  fuch  as 
contradied  their  difeafe  by  proftitution,  have  generally  returned  to  their  former  courfe,  as  a  dog  to 
the  vomit,  or  as  a  beaft  is  driven  to  the  Jlaugh ter -houfe ;  but  fome  of  them,  it  may  be  prefumed,  from 
a  fenfe  of  duty  or  for  want  of  bread,  will  now  accept  the  invitation. 

There  are  other  objedts  who  will  probably  covet  this  retreat ;  thofe  who  have  parents  or  friends, 
whom  they  apprehend  will  be  reconciled  to  them,  whenever  they  lhall  give  proof  of  their  real  repen¬ 
tance.  As  by  the  kindnefs  of  the  Lock-Hofpital  thefe  women  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  prefent 
themfelves,  without  any  marks  of  the  mifery  of  penitent  prodigals,  and  with  the  more  fincerity  of  heart, 
as  they  will  be  free  from  pain  and  difeafe,  fo  the  Magdalen  Charity  will  purify  their  fouls.  She  who  caA 
fay,  “  I  am  refolded  to  go  to  my  father ,  and  1  ' will  fay  unto  him ,  Father ,  1  have  finned  againfi  heaven  and 
“  in  thy  fight,  and  am  not  worthy  to  be  called  thy  child,"  will  probably  meet  a  kind '’reception.  Will  not 
fuch  a  declaration  find  its  way  to  his  heart  ?  Will  he  who  can  feel,  though  it  were  ibut  a  little,  the 
power  of  religion,  or  the  force  of  parental  love  ;  can  he,  whofe  heart  is  not  fteeled  to  the  impulfes  of 
humanity,  forbear  to  fympathife  in  tears  of  forgivenefs,  with  tears  of  repentance?  Under  a  confcioufnefs 
of  paft  guilt,  fuch  confeffion  is  furely  as  natural  to  the  foul ,  as  the  evil  which  occafioned  it  was  to  the 
body ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  1  mufi  confefs ,  I  have  the  higheft  hopes  that  this  Magdalen  Charity  will 
be  a  means  of  reconciling  many  a  poor  girl  to  her  parents  and  her  friends,  who  otherwife  would  be 
intirely  loft  to  them,  to  her  country,  and  to  her  God  ! 

A  }• 

*  The  reafon  of  this  regulation  will  ftrike  every  one,  fince  the  parties  may  dilengage  themfelves, 
if  they  refolve  not  to  fubmit  to  the  rules  of  the  hofpital,  without  blowing  up  the  coals  of  difeontent 
among  others,  who  may  have  more  fenfe  and  virtue  than  themfelves. 

4  C  2  . 
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XXII.  WARDS. 

1.  There  fhall  be  a  fuperiority  or  preference  of  wards,  according  to  the  ap¬ 
pearance,  deportment,  and  education  of  the  perfons  admitted*. 

2.  A  ward  fhall  be  allotted  for  new  admitted  perfons,  where  they  (hall  remain 
for  a  month  before  they  are  claffed  in  the'other  wards,  as  mentioned  in  the  article 

Admiffion . 

3.  They  fhall  be  claffed  in  each  ward,  as  many  as  convenient,  according  to 
the  fize  of  it. 

4.  If  any  of  the  officers  of  the  houfe  neglett  their  duty,  the  women  fhall  have 
the  liberty  of  making  their  complaint  to  the  vifitors ,  provided  they  do  it  in  a 
decent  manner. 

5.  The  matron  fhall  endevor  that  no  provocation  be  given  to  any  refen t- 
ments  among  the  women,  and  charge  them  not  to  liften  to  idle  Jlories.  If  it  fhall 
appear  to  her  that  there  is  any  caufe  for  complaint  of  each  other,  for  light  offences , 
they  fhall  be  confronted  in  the  prefence  of  the  Chaplain ,  who  fhall  always  endevcc 
to  obtain  a  reconciliation  without  applying  to  the  Committee. 

6.  Such-  kinds  of  mifbehavior,  if  perfifted  in,  fhall  fubjeft  them  to  a  temporary 
degradement ;  and  if  fuch  mifbehavior  happens  in  the  upper  ward,  the  offender, 
will  be  fubjeft  to  be  lent,,  for  a  certain  time,  into  the  lower. 

*  *  *  ♦  ,  , 

7.  But  extraordinary  good  behavior  during  a  whole  year,  of  any  perfon,  or 
perfons,  in  the  inferior  ward,  fhall  promote  them  to  the  fuperior  wards,  when 

there 

*  A  levelling  fcheme  will  as  ill  ferve  the  vicious .  as  the  virtuous ;  and  one  might  as  well  put  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  birth  and  education  to  the  plow-tail,  becaufe  he  had  been  a  rake  and  fquandered  his  fortune, 
as  a  girl  bred  up  with  any  fort  of  delicacy  to  a  voajlo-tub  ;  and  though  care  fliould  be  taken  to  avoid 
the  imputation  of  partiality,  which  men  naturally  have  for  birth ,  and  ftill  more  for  youth  and  beauty-y 
for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  vulgar  proverb  fays,  ave  are  not  to  look  a  gift-horfe  in  the  mouth,  if  thro* 
ignorance  or  inadvertency  the  Committee  fhould  fometimes  appear  to  be  partial  in  their  decifions,  in 
favor  of  one  more  than  another,  the  parties  mull  ftill  thank  God  that  the  greateft  good,  is  intendal 
to  them  aJL 
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there  fhaJI  happen  to  be  room  For  them  :  and  the  merit  of  feveral  being  equal, 
the  preference  fliall  be  given  to  her  who  has  been  longeft  in  the  houfe.  And  upon 
occafion  of  fuch  promotion,  the  form  of  a  charge  or  inftru&ion  fliall  be  read, 
and  delivered  to  her. 

8.  The  women  fhall  do  the  fervile  offices  necefiary  for  themfelves,  in  their 
refpe&ive  wards,  and  fome  of  them  the  offices  which  regard  the  houfe  in  general, 
fuch  as  cooking,  and  wafhing  for  themfelves,  (not  for  others')  as  Jhall  be  ordered  by 
the  Committee ,  with  a  juft  regard  to  their  feveral  circumftances  and  fituations', 
of  which  the  Committee  make  themfelves  the  judges,  not  to  impofe  any  talk  but 
what  the  parties  are  well  able  to  perform.  If  they  grind  their  own  meal,  and  bake 
their  own  bread,  they  may  be  alfo  fure  of  enjoying  the  better  health,  and  of  living 
fo  much  the  longer,  as  well  as  faving  money  to  the  Houfe. 

9.  There  fhall  be  good  fupplies  of  linen,  fo  that  the "wajhings  may  be  feldom 
and  proper  engines  fliall  be  ufed  for  difpatch. 

10.  As  it  cannot  be  expelled  that  all  of  them  will  be  equal  proficients  in  fuchi 
talks,  an  allowance  fliall  be  made  to  fuch  as  perform  thefe  offices  out  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  produce  of  the  work  done  in  the  houfe. 

1,2.  Thby  fliall  all  deep  in  feparate  beds,  each  bed  to  have  one  running  cur-r 
tain,  to  ferve  only  on  one  fide  as  a  feparation  of  one  bed  from  the  other  *. 

L 
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13.  The  wards  fliall  be  numbered. 

14.  Where  the  rooms  will  admit  of  it,  a  fmall  clofet  or  apartment  fhall 
be  provided,  for  each  of  the  molt;  ferious,  and  belt  behaved  *  and*  thefe  alfo  fliall 

be 

'  $  * 

•  » 

*  The  intention  of  this  is,  that  if  they  are  inclined  to  any  private  devotion,  they  will  have  it  in  their 
power  to  be  fo  far  concealed,  and  yet  not  hid  for  any  evil  purpofe.  This  may  alfo  tend  to  promote 
the  greater  delicacy  of  manners ;  at  the  fame  time,  if  this  curtain  runs  on  an  iron  rod,  fupported  at 
the  top  of  the  room,  it  cannot  breed  vermin',  nor  yet  obftruct  the  circulation  of  the  air,  as  beds, 
©ften  do. 
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be  made  the  immediate  reward  oF  good  conduct,  efpecially  if  it  is  joined  to  fupe- 
rior  abilities.  And  when  this  Charity-houfe  fhall  be  enabled  to  do  it,  feparat$ 
apartments  may  be  afiigned  to  thofe  whofe  education  may  have  entitled  them  to 
fuch  diftinftion. 

15.  A  s  air  is  eflential  to  life  and  health,  care  fhall  be  taken  to  ventilate  the 
rooms  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fhall  keep  them  perfe&ly  Tweet;  and  for  this  purpofe 
the  upper  fafh,  where  there  are  Tallies,  fhall  be  made  to  let  down  j  and  Jheet 
ventilators  fhall  be  prepared. 

•  -»  »  y  •  f  »  ,  .  ,  tM  * 

J  li  .  >  <  '  '  t  M  I  1 J  •  )  i  «  ,  t  ■  •  .  ^  ‘  i  j  I 

1 6.  Asa  Tick  ward  may  be  necefiary,  care  fhall  be  taken  that  it  be  not 
crowded,  but  kept  Tweet  and  properly  ventilated.  The  matron,  or  her  afiiftant* 

j  * 

fhall  vifit  the  Tame  thrice  every  day,  and  Tee  that  nothing  be  wanting. 

XXIII.  Of  their  Names. 

r.  Their  true  names,  if  they  have  no  reafons  to  conceal  thefn,  muft  be  re- 
giftered ;  but  they  fhall  be  called  and  known,  by  their  chriftian  names  only. 

1 

When  there  are  Teveral  that  have  the  fame  chriftian  names,  they  fhall  be  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  number,  as  Elizabeth  the  firft,  Elizabeth  the  fecond,  &V.  f 

2.  As  there  fhall  be  no  reproaches  for  paft  irregularities,  under  the  fevereft 
injunctions,  neither  fhall  there  be  any  enquiries  made  into  names  or  families, 
but  all  pofiible  difcouragement  given  to  every  kind  of  difcourfe  that  may  lead 

to  difcoveries  which  the  parties  themfelves  do  not  chufe  to  make. 

XXIV.  Dress. 

1.  Upon  their  admiftion,  if  their  apparel  is  in  any  tolerable  condition,  it  fhall 
be  cleanfed,  ticketed,  and  laid  by,  in  order  to  be  returned  to  them  whenever 
they  fhall  leave  the  houfe. 

2. 

+  The  dropping  of  the  furname  may  anfwer  fome  good  purpofes,  as  it  will  certainly  help  to  flcreen 
them  from  the  difgrace  of  their  former  life,  and  prevent  impertinent  enquiries,  when  they  leave  th£ 
houfe,  and  if  they  keep  their  own  fecret,  they  may  fave  the  honour  of  their  families,  fo  far  as  it  is 
concerned  in  their  conduit. 
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i.  They  iliall  wear  an  uniform  of  light  grey,  of  a  durable,  but  foft  and 
agreeable  manufacture,  and  in  all  their  whole  drefs,  be  as  plain  and  neat  as 
poffible  *  ,  ... 

3.  Some  diftinftions,  with  regard  to  drefs,  ihall  be  made  in  the  fuperior 
ward. 

4.  They  ihall  be  informed,  that  if  they  fhould  find  means  to  leave  the  houfe, 
in  a  clandeftine  manner,  and  carry  away  the  cloaths,  or  any  thing  which  is  the 
property  of  the  Treafurer  or  other  perfon,  as  the  cloaths  and  furniture,  &c.  fhail 
be  deemed,  they  will  be  confidered  as  robbers  in  any  fimilar  cafef. 

!  \ 

XXV.  Diet,  and  the  Order  of  the  Table  in  the  Wards. 

1.  The  diet  fhail  be  as  proper  as  the  nature  of  the  inflitution  will  admit,  and 
yet  fo  plain  and  fimple,  as  rather  to  be  worfe  than  better,  than  they  may  expeCt 
when  they  return  into  the  world. 

ji  •  . 

2.  A  regimen  for  breakfaft,  dinner,  and  fupper,  fhail  be  appointed  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  Committee,  and  the  fame  fhail  be  written  in  a  fair  hand-writing, 
and  hung  up  in  glazed  frames,  one  in  every  ward  where  they  dine. 

3.  Particular  regard  fhail  be  had  that  the  food  fhail  be  very  clean  and 
healthy,  partly  confifling  in  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following  tables,  and 
the  proportions  thereof  nearly  fixed,  in  order  to  eftimate  the  expence. 

The 


*  If  the  drefs  had  fome  peculiarity,  not  fuch  as  Ihould  be  difagreeablc,  and  yet  contrived  to  take 
off  their  inclination  to  appear  abroad  in  it,  fuch  a  regulation  might  be  of  ufe  ;  but  this  is  one  of  thofe 
things  which  mull  be  touched  tenderly. 

4  This  confideration  will  be  an  additional  fecurity  to  the  Charity ,  thofe  who  are  in  earneft  will  con- 
fider  what  they  are  about,  and  thofe  who  are  not  in  earneft  will  be  the  more  cautious  how  they  aft. 
And  as  this  is  not  a  body  corporate,  the  Treafurer,  or  fome  other,  muft  have  the  property  of  the 
clothing,  furniture,  and  materials  for  work,  veiled  in  him. 


0 
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The  following  tables,  as  to  the  kind  and  qualities  of  food,  are  found  by  expe- 
riehce,  on  an  average,  to  be  a  good  allowance*. 


Breakfafts. 

Dinners. 

Suppers. 

r  * 

Sundays. 

*  »  • 

* 

! 

Mondays. 

;  i 

• 

Tuefdays. 

S 

Wednefdays. 

«  •  *  » 

■ 

Thurfdays. 

■ »  T  •  , 

•  -  ■ ; . 

.  w 

Fridays. 

4  W  .  -  .  . . 

• 

Saturdays. 

i 

J 

The 

'  '  '  £  I  '  «■  - 

*  From  Mr.  Bailey's  treatife  on  workhoufes  j  which  I  mention  in  order  to  form  the  jufter  calcula¬ 
tion  of  expence  j  fubjeft  to  alteration  as  circumitances  may  require. 


\ 
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The  quantity  of 

The  quantity  of  rice  and 

meat  fuflicient  to 

milk  fuflicient 

for  any 

feed  any  number 

number  of  people,  allow- 

of  people,  allow- 

ing  each  perfon  one  fta- 

ing  two  pounds  to 

tute  pint  of  milk,  and  two 

a  meal  for  three 

ounces 

of  rice  for  a  meal. 

perfons. 

People. 

Milk. 

Rice. 

People. 

Flefli. 

Pints. 

1 

JB.  oz. 

»  a 

2 

IB.  oz. 

1 

1 

1 1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1  6 

3 

3 

6 

» 

3 

2  0 

4 

4 

8 

4 

2  ii 

5 

5 

10 

5 

3  6 

6 

6 

„  12 

6 

4  0 

1 

/ 

7 

14 

7 

4  11 

8 

8 

1  0 

8 

5  6 

9 

9 

1  2 

9 

6  0 

10 

10 

I  4 

10 

6  11 

1 1 

'  11 

i  6 

1 1 

7  6 

12 

12 

1  8 

12 

8  0 

The  quantity  of  flour  and 
and  fuet  fuflicient  to  make 
puddings,  allowing  each  per- 
fon  a  pound  when  boiled. 


People. 

Flour. 

Suet. 

IB. 

oz. 

IB.  oz 

1 

7i 

2 

2 

15 

4 

3 

1 

64 

6 

4 

1 

14 

8 

5 

2 

5* 

10 

6 

3 

*3 

12 

7 

3 

4* 

14 

8 

3 

12 

1 

9 

4 

3t 

1  2 

10 

4 

1 1 

J  4 

1 1 

5 

24 

1  6 

1 2 

5 

10 

1  8 

The  quantity  of  cheefe  or 
butter  fuflicient  for  one 
meal,  allowing  each  per- 
fon  three  ounces  of  cheefe, 
or  one  of  butter. 


People. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

i  i 

i  ?. 


Cheefe.  I  Butter. 


i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

2 
2 


3 
6 

9 
1  2 

15 

2 

5 

8 

1 1 
14 
1 

4 


IB.  oz.  ! 


I 


oz. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 


n 


.A 
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A  quantity  of  bread 
fufficient  for  a  week, 
allowing  each  per- 
fon  four  flefh  din¬ 
ners,  and  eight 
fpoon-meat  break- 
falls  and  fuppers, 
four  ounces  at  a 
meal,  and  five  times 
■  y  a  week  to  eat  with 
cheefe,  or  butter, 
allowing  fix  oun¬ 
ces  at  a  meal ;  in 
all  4  Tb.  14  oz.  to 
each  perfon. 


People. 

Bread. 

15.  oz. 

I  I 

4  14 

2 

9  12 

i  3 

14  10 

4 

19  8 

5 

24  6 

6 

29  4 

7 

34  2 

-8 

39 

9 

43  >4 

10 

48  1 2 

1 1 

53  10 

12 

58  8 

4.  The  breakfafls  and  fuppers  fhall 


The  quantity  of 
beer  fufficient  for 
a  whole  week,  al¬ 
lowing  every  per¬ 
fon  a  pint  each 
dinner,  and  the 
like  at  fupper  *. 


People. 

Beer. 

1 

Gall. 

if 

2 

3 

3 

•  4i 

4 

6 

5 

7* 

6 

9 

1  of 

8 

12 

9 

i3i 

10 

15 

1 1 

i6f. 

1 2 

18 

\  t  • 
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confifi:  in  a  proper  allowance  of 


bread,  with  water-gruel,  milk,  milk-porridge,  bread  with  butter,  or  cheefe. 
The  infufion  of  fuch  of  our  own  herbs  as  fhall  be  approved  by  the  Phyficians, 
fhall  be  allowed  to  fuch  as  defire  it,  provided  they  take  it  in  bafons,  with  a  fmall 

allowance  of  fugar,  and  without  the  apparatus  of  a  tea-table. 

*  '  w  }  -  -*  •.'* 

5.  Their  dinners  fhall  chiefly  confifi  of  broth  and  meat,  with  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  roots  and  herbage  y  good  fmall-beer,  for  fuch  as  prefer  it  to  water,  all  good  of 

'  their 

■  ;  i  i  ■ 

*  Thefe  quantities  will  depend  on  the  feafon  and  the  nature  of  the  labor,  and  fomething  to  the 
inclination  of  different  perfons,  as  it  is  not  meant  to  flint  them,  but  only  to  form  a  calculation,  and 
regulate  expences. 

4  r* 
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their  kind.  On  Sundays  they  may  have  white  meat,  and  mutton  ;  cheap  fruits 
baked  may  alfo  be  allowed  in  their  feafon.  They  may  be  likewife  inftru&ed  to 
prepare  their  meal,  and  bake  their  own  bread  ;  they  will  be  the  more  fure  it  is 
good  and  genuine. 

-  A  •  .  ,  ,  .  •  *  *  ‘  ’  i  *  *  * 

6.  They  lhall  be  allowed  moft  kinds  of  vegetables  in  their  feafon. 

<•  *  .*'■  '  W  '  1  c  ;  l  ■  '  ,  ; 

7.  The  Matron  lhall  dine  at  the  head  of  the  table  of  the  fuperior  ward. 

8.  Each  table  lliall  confill  of  fixteen  or  twenty  perfons,  according  to  the 
number  in  the  houfe. 

9.  One  of  each  ward  lhall  attend  the  reft  at  meals,  by  turns  weekly,  and  each 
ward  lhall  dine  at  feparate  tables :  but  at  certain  fejtivals  they  lhall  dine  in  a 
more  general  company. 

to.  The  fuperintendant  appointed  for  each  ward  lliall  dine  at  the  upper  end  of 

%  r  , 

each  table,  and  fay  the  grace  which  lhall  be  ordered,  demanding  a  ftrift  at¬ 
tention  to  it  j  firft  learning  of  the  Chaplain  in  what  manner  to  exprefs  it  properly. 

11.  The  grace  lhall  be  to  this  effetft  :  “  O  merciful  Father !  who  in  thy  tender 
“  love  to  mankind ,  has  delivered  us  from  want  and  mifery ,  and  called  us  to  repen - 
“  tancey  we  befeech  thee  to  inf p ire  us  with  conjlancy  and  refolutioriy  io  obey  thy  holy 

C(  willy  for  the  fake  of  our  blcffed  Redeemer  Jefus  Chrifl /** 

I 

■  *  *  '  ,  |  ■  »  . 

After  dinner  the  grace  may  be  to  this  effeft  :  “  0  merciful  God  of  heaven !  ac - 

«  cept  our  profoundefi  gratitude  for  this  and  all  thy  mercies  :  let  thy  goodnefs  be  fill 

“  extended  to  us  that  whiljl  our  bodies  are  fupported  with  food ,  our  fouls  may  be  nqu - 

» 

<•«.  rifhed  with  the  bread  of  life  ;  and  lead  us  to  everlafling  felicity ,  through  the  merits 
of  Jefus  Chrijt  our  only  Savior  and  Redeemer  /** 

*  » 

D  2  XXVI. 
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XXVI.  Hours  of  Devotion. 

1.  A  bell  fhall  be  rung  to  call  them  to  prayers,  foon  after  they  are  up,  before 
they  begin  to  work, 

2.  The  prayers  to  be  ufed  fhall  be  agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  and  care  taken 
that  they  be  uttered  properly,  and  by  no  means  become  irkfome  by  being  too 
long  *. 

3.  Their  evening  prayers  fhall  be  foon  after  they  have  done  work  f. 

XXVII.  Hours  of  Rest. 

3.  From  Lady -day  to  Michaelmas  they  fhall  rife  at  fix  o’clock,  and  from 
Michaelmas  to  Lady-day  at  feven,  except  when  the  weather  is  very  fevere,  the 
Matron  fhall  then  be  direded  to  allow  them  half  an  hour,  or  an  hour  extraordinary, 

2.  They  fhall  go  to  bed  at  ten  every  night,  and  no  fire  or  candle  fhall  be  al¬ 
lowed  in  the  wards  after  that  time,  except  in  the  Tick  ward,  for  which  water- 
candleflicks  and  other  neceffaries  fhall  be  provided. 


XXVIII.  Hours  of  Work. 

1.  They  fhall  work  an  hour  before  breakfaft,  and  being  allowed  a  compe¬ 
tent  time,  till  within  half  an  hour  of  dinner. 

2.  They  fhall  be  allowed  an  hour  and  an  half  for  dinner  and  repofe  from 
work,  and  then  work  till  night,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  work  and  the 
fcafon  of  the  year. 

Besides 

*  As  we  generally  make  our  grace  fo  ridiculoufly  fhort,  that  it  cannot  be  faid  to  be  any  prayer  at  all, 
and  lofe  the  important  benefit  of  an  habitual  offering  of  our  hearts  to  God,  fo  it  is  a  great  misfortune 
which  mankind  feem  to  labor  under,  that  they  exad  from  their  clergy  a  much  longer  talk  than  they 
can  perform.  Firft,  we  are  too  apt  to  impofe  upon  ourfelves,  with  regard  to  the  powers  of  the  mind  m 
prayer  ;  and  then  we  trifle  with  the  Almighty  by  a  ftupid  inattention  to  the  purport  of  the  words  we 
utter. 

The  nearer  the  hour  of  reft,  the  more  drowfy  we  generally  are.  And  the  drowfinefs  which  often 
attends  even  modera.e  meals,  is  fuch,  that  we  can  hardly  exped  there  will  be  much  devotion  at  a  late 
hour,  much  lefs  after  fupper,  which  is  the  ufual  time. 


C  *9  ] 

Besides  Sundays  there  lhall  be  certain  days  of  relaxation,  not  a  great  number 
of  fuch,  in  which  they  lhall  either  work  or  Jet  it  alone,  as  is  moft  agreeable  to 
them.  Among  thefe  Good-friday  and  AJh-wednefday  (hall  be  devoted  to  piety  and 
reading. 

XXIX.  Books  and  Reading. 

1.  Where  the  nature  of  the  work  will  admit  of  it,  one  lhall  read  while  the 
reft  work,  every  half  hour  alternately. 

/ 

2.  Only  fuch  books  of  devotion,  morality,  hiftory,  and  fuch  like,  fhall  be 

ufed,  as  the  Committee  lhall  allow  to  be  introduced. 

•  * 

3.  A  small  colleflion  of  well  chofen  books  lhall  be  provided. 

4.  In  order  to  render  reading  a  delightful  entertainment,  the  Chaplain  lhall 
teach  fuch  of  them,  as  have  abilities  to  learn,  to  read  well. 

5.  If  it  is  found'  to  be  agreeable,  one  may  read  whilft  others  are  at  their  meals, 
at  leaft  upon  fome  days  of  the  week. 

(  I  .  t  V  •  ±  r  •  i  r  •  t_  *  *  f  \  •  r  •  »  •  « 

6.  Besides  the  general  reading,  fuch  little  pious  ‘tratts  lhall  be  put  into  their 
hands  for  common  ufe,  as  the  Committee  lhall  approve. 

XXX.  Employment. 

1.  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  this  inftitution,  that  thofe  who  can,  and  will 
not  work,  lhall  not  eat  *. 

2.  Every 

*  That  fenfible  man  Mr.  Pen,  who  firft  eftablifhed  Penfylvanfa,  if  I  remember  right,  among#  many 
ether  excellent  rules,  laid  down  this  as  one:  That  all  children,  of  what  degree  or  ftation  foever, 
between  the  age  of  twelve  and  fifteen,  fhould  be  taught  fome  ufeful  trade  or  employment,  to  the  end 
that  even  in  cafe  of  misfortunes,  the  poor  might  ftill  have  it  in  their  power  to  become  rich,  and  the 
rich  be  never  reduced  to  indigence  by  want  cf  induftry  in  the  poor.  Of  all  ftations  in  life,  tire  moft 
deplorable  is  that  of  perfons  who  are  brought  up  in  affluence,  and  reduced  to  poverty,  without  any 
means  of  fupport  from  their  own  fkill  and  induftry.  This  I  take-  to  be  the  cafe  of  many  of  our  profit- 
Uites,  who  are  the  daughters  of  poor  tradefmen,  or  of  clergymen  of  poor  livings  in  the  country,  who,, 

during 
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2.  Everv  perfon  permitted  fhall  be  employed  in  fuch  work  as  the  Committee 
fhall  judge  to  be  moft  fuitable  to  them,  after  trial  is  made  of  their  abilities. 

f  .  '  +  1  .  "  .  ;  r\  ^  r.  r  •**>«•.-  v  ^  tl  -  •  ^  r  ^ 

£.  Every  one  who  earns  above  each  day,  of  which  a  general  compu-  ' 

tation  fhall  be  made  by  the  Steward,  under  the  infpeftion  of  the  Committee,  fhall 
be  allowed  a  handfomepart,  for  her  own  benefit, -when  (he  is  difmiffed.  This  fum 
fhall  be  alfo  increafed  by  the  bounty  of  the  houfe,  as  favourable  opportunities  of 

U*j  i  4  J  ■*  ■  .  *  *• 

eftablifhing  them  in  the  world  fhall  offer,  provided  their  behaviour  is  approved  of. 

„4.  A  working-room  fhall  be  provided  at  the  end  of,  or  adjoining  to,  each  ward. 

5.  One  in  each  ward  fhall  prefide  in  turn  weekly,  and  be  anfwerable  to  thV 
Matron  for  the  behaviour  of  the  reft*  that  they  do  not  negleft  their  work :  the 

Matron  and  her  affiftant  fliall  alfo  make  them  frequent  vifits  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

1  y  ’  :  .  ’  ■)  h  j  i  ‘  '  ’  ;  '  T  ' 
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6.  Asa  further  inducement  to .induftrry,  fmall  premiums  may  be  allotted,  at 
certain  times,  to  thofe  who  fliall  have  performed  certain  pieces  of  work,  in  a 
mafterly  manner.  -«  •  ■  \  *•  '  -  •'  i  >  ■ 

orb  io  -  ■  'J  _■<  •  ... 

7.  If  any  manufacture  fhould  be  feleCted  for  the  employment  of  the  women,  for 
their  inftrudtion  in.-whiclr  no  wp man  is  .found  qualified,  a  grave  fobei;  man  fhall 

A  i  •  »  O 

be  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  the  Matron,  or  -her  affiftant,  to  be  prefent  with4him. 

'  8.  N6 

during  their  father’s  life  time  are  company  fov  the  ’Squire,  and  frequently  debauched  by  him.  If  by 
this  inllitution  propofed  they  are  kept  at  work,  though  they  begin  late  in  life,  it  will  be  a  means  of  a 
comfortable  fupport,  and  many  of  them  may  become  the  joyful  mothers  of  children.  A  woman  who  is 
milbefs  of  a  trq.de,  is  a  fortune  to' a  hufoand,  and  in  cafe  of  his;  death  may  provide  for  her  children,  as 
many  widows  do,  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  educated  in  an  induftrious  manner,  and  in  the 
way  which  nature  feems  to  have  appointed  for  both  fexes,  equally  the  fame,  though  the  objeft  fbr 
employment  is  different.  There  are  many  trades,  .now  .in  the  hands  of  men,  in  which  women  might 
do  as  well,  and  fome  which  their  natural  ingenuity  would  enable  them  to  carry  on  much  better.  The 
fame  rule  would  promote  the  welfare  cf  the  community,  if  the  male  children,  in  many  families  who 
now  live  in  idlenefs,  were  taught  this  f.rfl  and  great  principle,  that  man  is  an  aftive  being,  and  if  he 
is  not  taught  to  do  good,  he  wifi  certainly  do  mifehief.  Among  the  common  people,  how  fuperior'is 
the  foldier  or  failor,  who  can  alfo  aft  the  part  of  the  hulband-man,  mechanic,  or  laborer,  the  taylor, 
barber,  or  manufacturer,  to  him  who  knows  not  how  to  put  his  hand  to  any  thing  but  his  rnulket, 
or  the  ropes  of  a  Chip  ?  As  idlenefs  is  very  juftly  faid  to  be  the  root  of  evil  in  general,  fo  in  this  parti' 
cular  cafe  of  proilitutfes,  where'  the  idle’  of  both'  fexes  are  concerned,  whatever  tends  to  promote 
induftry,  mult  curb  the  great  extravagance  to  which  the  vice  in  queftion  is  now  carried. 


I 
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8.  No  part  of  the  produce  of  their  labor  (hall  be  fold  in  the  houfe,  that  there 

r  •  •  -  / }  '  ' 

may  be  no  inducement  for  any  great  afiemblage  of  people,  or  any  interruption 
of  the  good  intention  of  this  undertaking. 


t;j  zi 
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9.  The  objects  for  the  employment  of  thefe  women,  maybe  to  make  their 
own  cloaths,  both  woollen  and  linen,  and  to  knit  or  weave  their  (lockings  alfo, 
from  the  raw  material,  fpinning  the  thread  and  making  the  cloth— they  may  alfo- 
mend  (lockings* — make  bone-lace — black  lace  —  artificial  flowers — childrens 
toys — fpinning  fine  thread — alfo  wollen-yarn  for  cloth,  callimancoes,  and  cruels — 
winding  filk,  provided  a  quantity  is  given  at  a  time  ;  this  is  a  very  confiderable 
article,  of  which  they  might  find  enough  to  employ  many  hundreds — embroid¬ 
ery — all  branches  of  millinery — making  ladies  and  childrens  (hoes — manlua’s — 
flays— -coats— cauls  for  wigs — knitting  hofe  and  mittins — making  of  leathern  and 
filken  gloves — weaving  hair  for  peruke-makers — making  garters — drawing  pat- 

W  ‘  4  “  ,  1 

terns — or,  in  a  word,  whatever  employment  their  feveral  abilities  and  genius’s  (hall 
lead  to. 

to.  Care  (hall  be  taken  to  make  quick  fale  of  the  produce  of  their  labor,  that 

j,  t 

thefe  Magdalens  may  know  how  their  property  accumulates,  that  it  may  be 
an  additional  fpur  to  induftry. 


11.  If  their  numbers  grow  confiderable,  ‘  meafures  may  be  taken  for  the  efta- 
lifiiment  of  manufactures  of  greater  importance. 

12.  The  manufacturing  of  linen  is  an  article  of  fuch  confequence,  that  it  is. 
hardly  poflible  to  burden  the  market  with  it. 

♦  ■  * 

13.  It  would  be  a  great  increafe  of  national  wealth,  if  the  two  treadles  were 
introduced  for  plain  weaving ,  whether  of  fi!k,  cotton,  woollen,  or  linen  ^  and 
when  the  piece  is  of  a  moderate  breadth,  a  child  may  work  this  machine. 

14.  The‘ 

*  In  Italy  there  are  certain  people  who  profefs  mending  of  filk  dockings,  and  do  it  with  fuch  neat- 
nefs  as  hardly  to  be  known  that  they  are  mended ;  whereas  amongft  us  this  part  is  generally  difcharged 
fo  dumbly,  that  people  of  any  note  are  afhamed  to  appear  with  their  dockings  mended  ;  a  national 
•faving.  might  be  made,  ever,  by  this  article,  trivial  as  it  may  appear,  and  it  would  introduce  parfimony 
U  other  refpe&s,  of  which  we  Hand  in  very  great  need, 
y 
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14.  Th e-  making  carpets  after  the  Turky  manner,  may  be  alfo  fuited  to  their 
ftrength  and  abilities,  and  prove  a  great  acquifition  to  the  nation  J. 

15.  There  are  many  other  inventions  to  facilitate  labor,  not  yet  commonly 
known  ;  the  judicious  ufe  of  them  will  be  a  means  to  increafe  the  profits  of  thefe 
Mag  dale  ns,  as  well  as  render  the  expence  of  fupporting  the  houfe  fo  much  the 
lighter.  By  finking  out  new  kinds  of  employment  for  women  in  general, 
and  recommending  dilcoveries  from  the  experience  which  the  governors  may  ac¬ 
quire,  it  will  prove  a  great  means  of  preventing  proftitution.  Of  this  kind  are 
the  double-handed  wheel,  for  fpinning  flax,  which,  after  they  can  ufe  either 
hand,  becomes  very  eafy.  The  machine  for  weaving  tapes  and  ribbons  is  ra¬ 
ther  of  too  complicated  a  nature  for  common  ufe. 

16.  In  their  work,  as  in  every  other  circumftance,  the  utmoft  care  and  delicacy, 

’  r 

humanity  and  tendernefs,  muft  be  obferved,  that  this  eftablifhment  may  not  be 
thought  a  houfe  of  correction,  or  even  of  hard  labor  but  an  afylum  and  fafe  re¬ 
treat,  where  induftry  and  piety  ferve  as  handmaids  to  health  of  body  and  peace  of 
mind ;  where  want  and  difeafe,  mifery  and  anguifh  of  foul,  find,  no  entrance,  but 
fobriety ,  chearfulnefs,  and  hope ,  reign  triumphant,  and  exhibit  a  confiant  feaft 
of  joy. 

%  •  * 

XXXI.  Caution  with  relation  to  Visitors, 

;  7  ’  k'*’0  J  ■  1  i  j  .  * ;  j  *  ' 

In  fo  delicate  an  enterprize,  it  will  not  be  fufficient  to  find  the  means  of  doing 
good,  unlefs  we  can  alfo  prevent  the  moft  diftant  appearance,  as  well  as  the 

reality 

X  I  cannot  help  recommending  that  trade  or  manufacture  which  feems  to  be  leafi:  fubjeCt  to  invade 
the  occupation  of  thofe  who  are  already  in  a  comfortable  way  of  life.  Cat-pets,  upon  the  principles  of 
thofe  of  Turky,  might  be  carried  to  a  great  extent.  I  am  allured,  by  a  great  manufacturer  of  carpets , 
that  it  would  be  very  eafy  to  teach  even  thofe  who  have  not  been  habituated  to  labor,  to  work  upon 
this  manufacture. 

Carpets  may,  perhaps,  be  efteemed  an  article  of  luxury ;  but  they  certainly  contribute  to  eafe  and 
comfort,  as  well  as  elegance  ;  and  are  at  lead  as  proper  as  a  fine  apartment,  or  any  other  rich  furniture  ; 
not  to  mention  the  fums  we  pay  for  them  to  foreigners.  But  what  is  Hill  of  greater  confequence,  I 
apprehend  they  will  foon  become  a  considerable  article  of  commerce,  for  exportation.  Nothing  that 
belongs  to  the  furniture  of  a  houfe,  is  of  fuch  confequence  as  this,  to  a  Perfian,  an  Indian,  or  a 
Turk  ;  nor  are  chrillians,  of  the  foremofi  ranks  in  fortune  and  dignity,  much  behind  them.  We  al¬ 
ready  greatly  excel  the  caftern  nations,  in  the  color  and  pattern  of  this  manufaflme,  as  w»e  eafily  may 
do  foon,  in  the  quality  and  fubltance  of  it. 
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reality  of  evil.  To  this  purpofe  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve  the  following  rules  and 
directions : 

1.  No  letters,  meflages,  or  any  thing  of  that  kind,  fhail  be  received  into,  of 
fent  from  any  of  the  wards,  without  being  examined  and  infpeCled  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  or  in  their  abfence  by  the  Chaplain  and  Matron. 

2.  The  Phyfician,  Surgeon,  and  Apothecary,  when  there  is  occafion  for  them 
to  vifit  the  wards,  fhail  be  attended  by  the  Matron,  or  by  the  Jjfift  ant -matron 
appointed  by  her. 

3.  No  Governor,  nor  any  other  perfon,  fhail  be  permitted  to  vifit  the  wards, 
or  any  of  the  Magdalens,  without  leave,  in  writing,  firft  obtained  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  except  in  the  cafes  provided  for  j  and  in  all  cafes  the  Matron  is  to  attend  them. 

4.  Licht  or  unbecoming  behavior,  in  any  Governor,  fhail  be  deemed  a 
fufficient  reafon  to  the  General  Court  to  exclude  him  from  having  any  part  in 
the  dire&ion  of  this  Charity. 

5.  If  any  friend  or  relation  of  thefe  Magdalens  defires  any  conference  with 
them,  upon  any  bufinefs  of  moment  -,  if  they  are  known  to  any  of  the  Committee, 
or  recommended  by  any  Governor,  fuch  conference  fhail  be  permitted,  but  it 
fhail  be  in  the  prefence  of  the  Chaplain  :  the  name  of  the  party  enquiring  fhail 
be  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  declared  to  the  woman,  and  her  confent  afked  and  obtained. 

»  *  »  •  r  r ,  'i  •  t  »’  , 
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6.  If  at  any  time  any  perfons  are  admitted  to  fee  the  wards  (under  the  re- 
ftrictions  which  the  Committee  appoints)  fuch  perfons  (hall  be  defired,  both 
verbally,  and  by  a  writings  placed  in  a  confpicuous  place  in  the  wards,  not  to  call 
any  of  the  women  by  their  real  names,  if  they  fhould  happen  to  know  them. 

* 

•  *  •  »  ^  » 

\ 

7.  If  any  ftranger  afks  for  any  of  the  women,  he  fhail  firft  fatij|fy  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  or  in  their  abfenice  the  Chaplain  and  the  Matron,  who  he  is,  and  the  next 

E  committee- 
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committee- day  fhall  be  appointed  for  him  to  attend  j  or  upon  a  written  requeft, 
fetting  forth  his  reafons,  if  the  Chaplain  thinks  they  are  good  reafons,  liberty  (hail 
be  granted,  but  not  without  the  reftrittions  mentioned  in  article  5. 

;  •  e  .4  *1  '  ‘ 

■  8.  If  fuch  ftranger  fhail  afk  for  a  woman,  by  a  name  unknown  in  the  houfe, 
fuch  name  being  delivered  to  the  Matron  in  writing,  with  the  name  of  the  per- 
fon  who  enquires,  fhe  (hail  call  for  fuch  perfon  through  the  whole  wards  •,  but  if 
no  one  anfwers,  no  further  enquiry  fhall  be  made.  The  ftranger  however  will  be 
defired  to  wait  half  an  hour,  that  it  may  be  feen  if  any  one  will  make  themfdv.es 
known.  The  name,  and  place  of  abode,  of  all  perfons  who  lhall  make  fuch  en¬ 
quiries  after  women  in  this  houfe,  (hall  be  minuted  down  in  a  book  prepared  for 
that  purpofe. 

XXXII.  Of  Dismission  in  general. 

1.  The  great  motive  to  all  human  aftions,  is  the  hope  of  reward ,  and  the  fear  of 
j pmijhment ,  with  a  profpeft  of  blifs  or  mifery,  before  our  eyes.  The  heart  of  man 
is  conftantly  influenced  by  reajbn ,  by  fancy,  by  paftion,  or  by  opinion ;  and  it  is 
the  bufinefs  of  divines  and  philofophers,  to  employ  the  united  force  of  thefe 
in  the  caufe  of  religion  •,  and  when  they  cannot  take  the  mind  by  argument,  to 
fubdue  it  by  degrees,  and  to  perfuade  us,  that  the  happinefs ,  th.e  glory  of  a  rational 
being,  is  to  think  well  and  a5l  right  j  or,  in  other  words,  to  make  ufe  of  his  reafon, 
— Let  us  therefore  fet  before  the  eyes  of  thefe  women,  whatever  reafon,  or  fancy, 
opinion,  or  paffion  fuggeft  to  us,  which  can  prove  that  their  temporal  and  eternal 
felicity  depend  on  their  retreating,  from  the  horrible  fcene  of  folly  and  iniquity  in 
which  they  have  acted.  When  thefe  hcjpitahle  doors  are  open  to  them,  opened 
with  all  the  kindnefs  and  companion  which  humanity  can  fuggeft ;  and  with  alb  the 
piety  that  charity  can  infpire,  we  muft  fhow  them  for  what  faults  they  will  be 
thruft  out  again.  If  they  are  deaf  to  the  calls  of  reafon ,  ftupidly  infenfible  of  gra¬ 
titude,  and  difcover  a  total  ignorance  of  the  true  objects  of  their  happinefs,  they 
muft  perifh  in  their  own  way. 

,  * 

2.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  vtill  wait  for  their  difcharge,  till  fuch  time  as 
their  fafety,  intereft,  and  happinefs,  will  admit  of  it,  they  will  have  a  clear  and 

2  diftinft 
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diftinft  view  of  the  good  that  is  intended  them,  and  which  will,  to  all  human 
apparance,  as  certainly  happen  to  them,  as  time  and  chance  can  promile  happinefs 
to  the  mod  virtuous,  and  mod  profperous  of  mankind. 

3.  In  order  to  judge  the  better  of  the  fituation  of  thefe  women,  when  it  will 
be  proper  to  recommend  their  returning  again  into  the  world,  there  fhall  be  a 
regider  kept,  didinguidiing  the  different  years ,  the  day  when  each  came  in,  and 
a-defcription  of  her  perfon  ;  to  which  fhall  be  added,  in  columns  left  for  thatpur- 
pofe,  the  kind  of  work  in  which  they  have  been  chiefly  employed  ♦,  the  computed 
produce  of  their  daily  labor  •,  and  the  character  they  bear  in  the  houfe,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  piety,  good  manners,  and  gentlenefs  of  difpofition. 

XXXIII.  Dismission  for  Faults. 

1.  It  is  not  intended  that  any  corporal  punifhment  fhall  be  inflicted  :  abfolute 
nonconformity  to  the  rules  of  the  houfe,  will  fubjeft  them  to  difmiflion  from  it ; 
but  if  they  commit  no  other  crime,  and  are  not  guilty  of  fuch  offences  as  the 
laws  flri&ly  take  cognizance  of,  they  fhall  by  no  means  be  fubjetff  to  be  delivered 
over  to  the  civil  magidrate  *. 

*  0 

2.  Abusive  or  reproachful  language,  infolence  or  difobedience  to  the  officers,  inde¬ 
cent  or  pr cphane  expreffions,  and  fuch  kind  of  turbulent  conduct,  fhall  fubjeft 
them  to  confinement  in  a  room,  for  fix  hours ,  for  the  frft  offence.  For  the  fecond 
offence  they  fhall  be  admonifhed  publicly  by  the  Chaplain  and  the  Matron ,  and 
the  foberer  part  of  their  own  ward  may  be  alfo  appealed  to,  for  their  difapprobation 
of  fuch  conduct.  The  third  offence,  fhall  fubjeft  them  to  be  confined  in  a  room 

E  2  by 

*  Under  the  prefent  police ,  or  rather  no  polka,  temporary  imprifon  merits  or  bard  labor ,  or  the 
threats  of  hard  labor,  are  not  remedies  adequate  to  the  diflemper ;  but  rather  by  the  debaucheries, 
praftifed  under  confinement,  render  the  malady  abfolutely  incurable.  If  we  have  not  good  officers  to 
execute  good  laws,  what  good  can  come  of  them  ?  Nor  ought  it  to  be  expedled,  that  the  Governors 
of  this  Charity  will  become  fuflices  of  the  peace  to  examine  into  del  nquency  j  or  executioners  to  chajiife  it. 
If  coeriive  laws  are  become  effientially  siecefj'ary ,  they  require  a  quite  different  oeconomy,  than  that 
which  is  now  propofed.  We  have  lately  feen  a  Marine  Society  eflablifhed  in  London  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  Volunteers ;  and  the  relief  of  diftrefied  men  and  boys  for  the  fea.  I  his  has  led  to  another  Marine 
Society  in  Dublin  for  the  fame  purpofes  ;  and  this  to  a  third  inffitution,  under  the  fame  name,  for  the 
care  of  feamen’s  widows  and  orphans  in  Giafgonu.  I.et  us  now  fee  if  this  attempt,  in  behalf  of 
diftreffied  women,  will  not  lead  to  as  good  an  end,  for  the  ether  feemed  to  be  as  little  expected. 
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by  themfclves,,  for  twelve  hours ,  and  to  have  but  one  fpare  meal,  during  the  whole 
day  -7  the  Chaplain  at  the  fame  time  to  expoflulate  with  the  party.  If  fuch  treat¬ 
ment  does  not  reform  her,  it  will  prove  that  fhe  is  no  proper  objed  for  this  Charity. 

3.  For  fpeaking  lies  ;  the  telling  malicious  or  ungrateful  ftories  of  each  other 
want  of  neatnefs,  or  the  negled  of  their  perfons  *  the  firfi  offence  fhall  be  pu- 
nifhed  by  a  fine  of  fix-pence  j  the  fecond  a  fhilling  ;  the  third  eighteen-pence,  to 
be  deduded  from  their  earnings ;  of  which  fines  a  regular  account  fhall  be  kept 
in  a  book  prepared  for  that  purpofe. 

4.  In  order  to  judge  of  the  juftice  of  fuch  fines ,  the  General  Committee  fhall 
empower  three  of  their  number  to  vifit  the  wards,  to  enquire  into  the  behavior  of 
the  Magdalen  s,  and  queftion  the  parties,  when  they  are  accufed.  They  fhall  alfo 
hear  the  evidence  of  the  Chaplain  and  Matron ,  in  order  to  decide  with  jufiice  and 
benevolence ,  candor  and  moderation.  Thefe  vifitors  fhall  have  a  book  to  minute 

down  their  fentences,  of  which  the  General  Committee  fhall  be  informed* 

>  '  *  '  •  •  •  •  "*  * 

5.  If  neither  fuch  kind  of  confinement ,  nor  fuch  admonition ,  nor  fuch  fines ,  will 
operate  fo  as  to  procure  a  reformation,  the  General  Committee  will  proceed  to 
judge :  the  offender  will  then  be  brought  before  them,  to  receive  the  lafi;  admo¬ 
nition  •,  and  if  that  does  not  prevail,  fhe  will  be  expelled ,  never  to  be  received 
into  the  houfe  again.  Upon  this  occafion  a  prayer,  prepared  for  the  purpofe, 
may  be  faid  in  the  evening,  to  implore  her  converfion,  and  to  confirm  the  others 
in  their  confbancy.  Her  own  cloaths  will  be  returned  to  her,  but  no  character 
nor  money  will  be  given.. 

I 

6.  If  any  woman  is  exceedingly  turbulent,  fo  as  to  ftrike  another,  or  preme¬ 
ditately  deftroys  any  thing  belonging  to  the  houfe,  with  malice,  or  in  contempt* 
of  the  rules  of  the  houfe,  fhe  will  be-  alfo  expelled,  in  the  fame  form  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  though  in  a  more  expeditious  manner. 

7.  In  cafes  where  a  woman  fhall  fliew  caufe  why  fhe  fhould  be  difinifled, 

t  •  '  •  ,  .  ,  *  .  % 

and  it  is  thought  proper  to  difmifs  her,  if  her  conduct  is  in  Tome  refpeefes 

except 
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exceptionable,  (he  is  'not  to  expeft  a  better  character  than  fhe  deferves :  but 
if  fhe  will  flay  any  certain  time,  not  more  than  eighty  nor  lefs  than  four  months 
longer,  and  apply  herfelf  diligently  to  corred  what  has  been  amifs,  fhe  lhall 
have  the  liberty  of  fo  doing,  in  order  to  endevor  to  obtain  the  highefi  recommen¬ 
dation  which  is  given. 

XXXIV.  The  Advantages  of  good  Behavior  on  Difmiffion, 

The  advantages  which  will  accrue  to  thefe  women  at  their  difmiffion,  if  they 
behave  as  ought  to  be  expeded,  affifted,  as  they  will  be,  with  all  the  underftanding , 
and  all.  the  goodnefs  of  heart ,  of  thofe  who  thus  undertake  to  plead  and  to  defend 
their  caufe,  are  thefe  : 

9  *  4  .  „  4 J  .  »i  4  ♦«.  m  .  .  I 

1.  A  form  for  a  general  character  fhall  be  prepared,  with  blanks  to  be  filled 
up,  providing  for  a  difference,  with  regard  to  the  particular  merit  of  the  party* 
diftinguifhing  the  work  in  which  fhe  has  been  chiefly  employed  j  with  particular 
mention  of  their  fohriety,  fubmijfion  to  domeflic  ceconomy ,  gentlenefs>  and  religious 
deportment.  This  fhall  be  figned  by  three  of  the  Committee. 

2.  It  has  been  already  fufficiently  explained,  that  any  circumflance  whicfr 
fhall  offer,  apparently  for  the  real  good  and  fervice  of  the  party,  the  Committee  be^ 
ing  fatisfled  in  this  point,  fhall  be  deemed  a  fufficient  reafon  to  dilcharge  her. 

3.  No  pains  fhall  be  fpared  in  giving  fuch  information  of  good  behaviour,  as- 
the  parties  themfelves  fhall  defire,  when  they  deferve  it.  This  fhall  be  done,  ei¬ 
ther  by  the  governors,  to  their  friends  and  acquaintance  in  town ;  or  to  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  party  •,  by  their  Matron ,  Secretary ,  or  Steward ,  who  fhall  be  or- 

V 

dered  what  informations  to  give  for  this  purpofe :  by  letters  to  perfons  in  the 
country  from  particular  governors,  if  defired  by  the  party,  either  before,  or  at  the 
time  of  their  difmiffion :  and  laftly,  by  letters  to  be  written  by  the  Secretary, 
for  the  fame  good  purpofes,  by  order  of  the  General  Committee. 

4.  It  has  been  feen  in  the  article  employment ,  that  a  part  of  their  labor,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  daily  amount  or  value  of  it,  will  alfo  be  appropriated  to  their  own 

ufe  at  their  difmiffion.  ' 
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5.  Besides  the  good  char  after  to  be  given,  and  the  advantages  arifing  from 
their  labor,  there  (hail  be  a  further  reward  of  virtue.  So  much  lhall  be  given  in 
money g-  as  the  ability  of  the  Governors,  arifing  from  the  fubfcriptions,  fhall  in  pru¬ 
dence  permit,  of  which  the  Committee  conftitute  themfelves  the  judges.  This 
gift  fhall  be  prefcnted,  not  only  to  thofe  who  marry  in  a  manner  fatisfa&ory  to 
the  governors  *,  but  alfo  to  fuch  as  fhall  fet  up  trades  in  whatever  way  they  fhall 

have 

*  It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  but  that  great  numbers  of  thefe  converts  will  find  hufbands.  As  the 
cafe  now  Hands,  we  fee  that  all  men  are  not  equally  delicate.  The  agreeablenefs  of  many  of  thefe 
women,  added  to  their  ability  to  fupport  themfelves,  may  tie  the  bands  of  focial  affe&ion  ftronger, 
than  is  ufual  in  common  life,  where  neither  piety  nor  indufry  are  regarded. 

Premiums  and  a  bounty  will  probably  anfvver  in  a  double  refpeCt.  I  have  often  been  (hocked  at  the 
inhuman  ambition  of  the  French  court ,  in  fporting  away  the  lives,  and  invading  the  properties  of 
men  ;  but  I  mud  confefs,  I  was  (truck  with  the  good  fenfe,  the  policy,  and  the  humanity,  which  it 
(hewed,  in  a  fignal  aCt  of  munificence,  upon  ocafion  of  the  birth  of  an  heir  to  the  crown  ;  I  mean 
the  giving-in-marriage  a  certain  number  of  poor  girls  with  fuitable  portions.  Will  not  this  nation 
acquire  great  honor  and  profit  too,  if  the  directors  of  this  charity  give  fuch  premiums  and  bounties  to 
fuch  of  thefe  poor  girls  as  excell  in  -virtue? 

The  learned  Erafmus  thought  the  giving  dowries  one  of  the  nobleji  kinds  of  charity,  and  bequeathed 
certain  fums  of  money  to  it.  And  the  ingenious  baron  Holberg,  who  was  alfo  greatly  diftinguifhed  for  his 
merit,  eftablifhed  a  fund  for  that  purpofe,  and  without  doubt  died  with  much  the  greater  pleafure,  in 
the  reflection  that  he  (hould  be  inftrumental  in  making  fome  young  ladies  the  happier,  in  that  (late,  which 
it  is  no  indignity  to  them  to  fuppofe,  moll;  young  women  wilh  to  be.  His  legacies  indeed  w'ere  confined 
to  the  mofi  -virtuous  part  of  the  fex,  and  confequently  to  render  them  more  happy  than  they  were 
before.  I  am  pleading  for  thofe  <vjho  once  - were  loft  and  are  found. ,  with  a  view  to  alleviate  their  mifery 
and  render  them  ufeful.  And  fince  pleafure  chiefly  confifts  in  an  abfence  of  pain,  and  virtue  is,  in 
fome  degree,  its  own  reward,  it  feems  to  be  a  higher  objeCt  of  the  care  of  mankind,  to  relieve  the 
diftrefied,  than  even  to  augment  the  happinefs  which  -virtue  has  fo  ltrong  a  title  to. 

If  the  promife  of  temporal  as  well  as  eternal  rewards  will  raife  a  glorious  emulation  among!!  the 
mol!  -virtuous  i  may  we  not  hope  that  it  will  be  inftrumental  in  the  arduous  talk  of  reclaiming  the 
-vicious?  Happinefs  is  the  common  end  purfued  ;  and  we  may  point  out,  even  to  the  moll  abandoned 
of  mankind,  what  are  the  trueft  means  to  acquire  this  end. 

We  may  lay  it  down  as  an  invariable  maxim,  that  whatever  tends  to  promote  a  habit  of  induftry, 
which,  to  all  appearance,  will  produce  as  great  an  advantage  to  a  (late,  as  the  pecuniary  consideration 
which  is  given,  to  promote  that  induftry,  amounts  to,  will  in  the  iftue  be  highly  beneficial.  Eut,  if 
to  induftry  we  add  the  means  of  prefer-ving  life  ;  the  improvement  of  moral  virtue,  and  the  exercife  of 
religious  duties;  it  is,  in  faCt,  only  making  ufe  of  a  fe-iv  good  things  of  a  lef'er  value,  to  acquire  more 
good  things  of  a  much  greater  -values  and  where  care  is  taken  to  prevent  abufes,  this  muft  be  productive 
of  the  greateft  benefit  to  a  ftate  :  and  it  feems  abfurd  to  fear,  that  we  lhall  give  too  much  encouragement 
to  virtue,  and  nothing  but  virtue  lhould  entitle  them  to  fuch  an  encouragement. 

Bounties  being  thus  given  to  fuch  reclaimed  perfons ,  as  excel  in  piety,  induftry,  and  a  fub- 
mifiion  to  a  regular  crccnomy,  it  will  prepare  the  way  to  their  being  married  to  honed  indullrious 
men,  fuitable  to  them,  and  fuch  as  the  directors  approve.  'J  he  happy  ends  which  will  be 

obtained 
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have  gained  a  proficiency,  fo  that  nothing  fliall  be  omitted  which  can  promote 
the  great  end  of  preferring  life ;  of  rendering  that  life  ufeful  •,  of  recovering  thofe 
who  are  now  loft  to  the  community ;  and  of  faving  their  fouls  from  perdition. 

6.  If  any  are  defirous  to  go  into  his  majefty’s  dominions  in  America ,  which  will 
probably  happen  fometimes,  the  fame  regard  fliall  be  fhewn  them,  with  refpeft  to 
the  part  of  the  produce  of  their  gain>  their  character %  the  premiums,  and  the  gift 
which  fhall  be  prefented  them  at  leaving  this  Charity -houfe  *. 

7.  As  domeflic  fervitude  is  the  fruitful  fupply  of  projlitutes ,  and  female  fervants 
in  this  metropolis,  generally  much  more  numerous  than  can  be  accommodated : 

•  t  '  ■  ri 

as  fervants  are  often  highly  fed  and  ill  taught :  as  their  mailers  and  miflrefles  are 
ieldorn  fo  attentive  to  their  morals ,  or  even  to  their  worfhipping  of  God,  as 
chrijlians  mofl  undoubtedly  ought  to  be :  as  thefe  fervants  have  alfo  many  hours 
of  leifure,  and  much  expofed  to  company  in  great  families,  and  in  thefe  hours 
evil  defires  have  rnoft  eafy  accefs  to  the  heart : — therefore ,  it  fhall  be  the  con f ant 
maxim  of  this  charity,  that  every  other  method  of  procuring  a  comfortable  fupport' 
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for  thofe  who  have  approved  themfelves  worthy,  under  this  inflitution,  fhall  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  that  of  fending  them  to  fervice.  This  however  is  left,  in  fome  meafure, 
to  the  choice  of  thefe  women,  efperially  when  the  Committee  is  fatisfied  of  the 
fobriety  of  the  family  into  which  they  are  going,  for  this  will  make  a  great  difference, 
As  the  governors  cannot  reflrain  them,  after  they  have  left  the  houfe,  fo  ihey  mean 
to  recommend  the  fafefl  and  befl  way  of  life,  before  they  leave  it. 

8.  If  when  there  fhall  be  no  further  reaforr  for  detention,  or  when  aftually  dis¬ 
charged,  the  party  fhall  complain  of  being  unable  to  find  employment  abroad  in 
the  world,  this will  naturally  fuggefl  an  improvement  of  this  plan.  In  this  cafe  they 

fhall 

obtained  by  fuc’n  premiums,  given  to  the  virtuous,  and  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  propagation  of 
mifery  and  bad  example,  are  too  obvious  to  need  any  farther  illuftration ;  for,  if  thofe,  who  have 
been  a  nufance,  become  ufeful  members  to-foeiety,  and  they  receive  the  rewards  of  virtue  as  they 
do  now  of  vice,  the  ends  of  true  policy  and  true  charity  will  be  anfwered  in  the  higheft,  and  in  the  mofl 
proper  manner,  and  the  Jlate  will  be  doubly  repaid  the  charge . 

*  In  confidering  the  great  plan  of  this  inftituticn,  to  keep  any  perfon  in  the  houfe  who  can  be  pro¬ 
vided  for,  would  only  burden  the  Charity,  and  exclude  the  necejfitous  ;  as  the  receiving  thofe  a  fecondl 
time  who  have  returned  to  their  fhame,  would  be. making  it  a  retreat  for  iniquity.. 
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&all  jiave  materials  to  work  with,  at  their  own  lodgings ;  and  this  Charity- houfe 
will  take  their  work  at  a  certain  price,  fo  that  the  induftrious,  who  have  been  the 

obje&s  of  the  Charity,  may  not  afterwards  be  expofed  to  temptations  through 
unavoidable  poverty . 


XXXV.  Conclusion. 

I  cannot  conclude  thefe  remarks  more  properly  than  by  the  relation  of  an  in¬ 
cident  which  happened,  within  a  very  fhort  time,  to  a  worthy  and  ingenious  gentle¬ 
man  of  my  acquaintance,  whole  probity  would  not  be  called  in  queftion,  even  if  the 
ftory  were  as  ftrange  as  it  is  probable.  The  circumftance  ftruck  him  the  more 
from  his  great  humanity,  and  the  defign  of  the  intended  Magdalen  Charity. 
“  I  was  walking,9*  fays  he,  “  the  other  night  along  the  Strand,  when  two  girls,  of 
“  fixteen  or  eighteen  years  old,  juft  before  nfhe,  were  difcourfing.  One  of  them 

faid,  Well — *,  what  do  you  think  ?  I  have  a  meffage  from - in — defiring  me  to 

“  return  home ,  and  promifing  that  he  will  receive  me  5  but  I  do  not  intend  to  go  to 
“  him.”  The  other  replied,  “  Why  have  you  a  — - —  ?  For  God’s  fake  conftder 
t:  what  you  are  about.  Return  to  him ,  and  beg  his  pardon  on  your  knees !  I  am 
handfomer  than  you  are.  1  have  much  better  cloaths  ;  but  I  fee  nothing  before  my 
“  eyes,  but  that  I  mufi  die  fcon  in  the  Lock-Hofpital.  I  would  fubmit  to  live  on  brefid 
“  and  water ,  if  I  knew  any  body  who  would  receive  me.” 

This  rs  the  genuine  ftate  of  the  cafe  of  the  few  who  think  at  all.  How 
many  may  be  taught  to  think ,  when  thinking  will  relieve  them,  with  refpeff 
to  this  world,  as  well  as  the  other,  a  little  time  will  difcover.  With  regard  to 
the  mercy  which  is  now  offered  to  them,  as  it  were  by  an  immediate  mandate  from 
above ,  let  us  fee  if  there  are  not  a  few  who  will  accept  of  it,  and  become  the  true 
objects  of  the  care  of  heaven  •,  obje&s  to  whom  that  God,  who  would  not  that  any 
one  Jhould  periflj,  has  prom i fed  to  protebl ,  and  whofe  will  it  is  our  immortal  happi - 
nefs  to  obeyl 

*  Calling  her  by  her  name,  and  mentioning  fome  circumftances,  which  may  be  as  well  omitted 
here. 


/ 


as ss 


{■> 

if 

i 

